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A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR 

 

January.  A new year on the calendar. 

It’s also a new time for us as a congregation.  Pastor Brian joins 

us in his first official Sunday on January 6, the Festival of the 

Epiphany.  Epiphany is the day we celebrate the wise men visiting 

the baby Jesus.  Literally Epiphany means, “a sudden revelation.”  

I am not sure that Pastor Brian’s coming to us is sudden—we 

have been working and praying on bringing on a new staff mem-

ber for over a year now!  But Pastor Brian will reveal new things to 

us about God and offer gifts like the wise men of old offered the 

Christ child. 

A parishioner reminded me recently that this month also marks 

the three-year anniversary of the announcement of Pastor 

Carter’s retirement.  To this church member, it felt like our congre-

gation was coming full circle this month, like coming home after a 

long journey.  And I think this member is right.  It’s been a long 

journey that included goodbyes, unfamiliar territory, hellos and 

more goodbyes, and now, a new beginning.  A new chapter in our 

congregation’s life is unfolding, and I have a sense that our com-

munity is ready for it.  There is a can-do attitude and an eager-

ness in the air, an expectation that God is doing something among 

us, and that we can’t wait to see what it will be. 

Having our staff fully in place-Pastor Brian and myself, Dick our 

musician, and support staff Roy and Terri- means that as a staff 

we can now turn our attention fully to equipping you, the con-

gregation, with what you need to carry out Jesus’ mission 

here at St. Matthew.  If we are to grow as a congregation, it is 

you, the members, who are inviting friends and family to join us.  If 

we are to connect with young people, it is all of us who look for 

opportunities to get to know and mentor youth and young adults.  

If we are to engage with the world around us, it is each of us living 

out our faith in our daily lives, who make the message of Good 

News real for others. 

As a staff, we commit to praying for you, encouraging you, and 

training you for this work.  We thank God for the gift of each of you 

in the ministry we share. 

Blessings, 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

January 6 - Christmas/Epiphany Pag-
eant 11:00 a.m. 

January 12 - Pot Luck & Open Mic 
Night 5:30 p.m. 

January 13 - February VOICE deadline. 

January 20 - Young Adult Gathering 
12:30 p.m. 

January 21 - MLK, Jr. Day – Office 
Closed. 

January 25 - 4th Friday @ Grace. 

January 27 - Annual Congregational 
Meeting 9:30 a.m. 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

February 10 - March VOICE deadline. 

February 22 - 4th Friday @ Grace. 

February 24 - Thrivent Sunday. 

http://www.stmatthewavon.org/


 
SMLC EVENING READERS BOOK CLUB  

Join us on Monday, January 14th – we will meet at the church at 7:30 p.m. (due to Altar 

Guild being at 7:00) and we will discuss “Let the Great World Spin” by Colum McCann.  This 

is a change as people were having trouble finding the scheduled book. Contact Debbie Stein-

berg at 860-463-9212 or deborahsteinberg@mac.com for more info or to be included on the book club email 

list. OR just show up at a meeting - whether you finished the book or not - WE LOVE VISITORS! 

RENEW AND HEAL YOUR MARRIAGE 

Has your marriage become troubled and stressed, unloving or uncaring? 

Even if you are divorced or separated but want to try again, the 

Retrouvaille program can help. Retrouvaille provides tools to communi-

cate better, resolve conflicts fairly, and rediscover why you fell in love. 

The next weekend is January 18-January 20, 2019.   

For additional information: call 1-800-470-2230 or email cherylandsteve@cox.net  or visit our website 

https://www.helpourmarriage.org 

ADULT FORUM BEGINS JANUARY 13 

Adult forum meets Sundays from 9:40 a.m. to 10:40 a.m. in the Hall of the 

Evangelists.  Grab a cup of coffee and join us! 

January 13 - New Mission Starts in the ELCA: Pastor Persida Rivera-Mendez. 

January 20 - Meet Pastor Brian!  A 'Q and A' with our new Associate Pastor. 

January 27 - Annual Meeting.  Immediately follows the early service, in the sanctuary. 

A YOUTHFUL CABARET 

On Friday, January 25th, 7:30 p.m., join Stephanie Reuning-Scherer and class-

mate Declan Smith for a cabaret night at St Matthew! They will perform songs from 

many different genres, such as musical theater, pop, and jazz.  It’s free, but you can 

bring something sweet to share.  There will be an additional performance on Sun-

day, January 27th, at 7:30 p.m. at Playhouse on Park in West Hartford.  Come out for a night of fun and 

music! 

SAINT MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN’S RETREAT 

Date:  March 16, 2019 

Time:  9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Where:  Mercy By The Sea - Retreat and Conference 

Center, in Madison, CT 

Cost:  $40.00 per person - payable by the last Sunday in January - 1/27/19 

Who:  All women of St. Matthew and their friends 

What to do right now:  Sign up on the Bulletin Board in the Gathering Space 

Contact: Debbie - 860-463-9212 or deborahsteinberg@mac.com 

mailto:deborahsteinberg@mac.com
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THE MOUSE  Happy 2019! It seems like yesterday everyone gathered in the 
sanctuary by candlelight, singing Christmas carols and rejoicing in the birth of Jesus 
Christ! So many people come and go in and out of the church every single day, it’s 
amazing that I haven’t been trampled…Robin Lindquist delivered the Thanksgiving 
food collection to the Canton Food Bank and to Gifts of Love in Avon. Sarah DeVito 
has been helping Terri and Pr. Julie around the office…Deb Brodeur and John Jarzbek 
hung the HUGE wreaths over the front doors and wreaths on the back doors…Judy 
Haag helped label all the 2019 offering envelopes and put them in order – did you pick 
up yours yet? Anne Fenn has been busy with the Fellowship Committee planning for 

the upcoming Pot Luck and Open Mic on January 12 – did you sign up yet? Sue Young prepared the 
2019 flower chart – make sure you sign up for Altar Flowers this year! Bob Hoffman has been a busy 
beaver; he “winterized” the bird house in the Garth (check out the wreath hanging over the front door of 
the birdhouse). Bob also painted the ceiling and walls in the back-hall office and Jack Pietrick and Roy 
Zurell cleaned the carpets in preparation for Pastor Brian’s arrival this month. Office Helpers are always 
busy at work and last month was no exception when Shirley Hartje, Donna Brown and Linda Harriman 
were working away at all sorts of office tasks. If you want to get involved this year, speak to Pr. Julie or 
Terri…there is so much to be done!  

Frohes neues Jahr! Gott nytt år! Godt nytt år! Felice anno nuovo! नया साल मबुारक हो! Happy new year! 

WELCOME DINNERS FOR PASTOR BRIAN 

Grab a few friends and host Pastor Brian for a meal this month!  The Call 
Committee is seeking hosts for informal dinners in homes with a small group 
of parishioners to get to know our new Associate Pastor.  Contact Debbie 
Steinberg for more information deborahsteinberg@mac.com or 860-463-9212 

PRACTICAL TRAINING FOR HEALING PRAYER MINISTRY 

Thursday, January 31, 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

Led by Pastor Julie and Fred Fenn. 

This training class is open to all interested persons to learn more about 

how lay people can be involved in the laying on of hands in healing prayer, 

as well as learning how to pray individually for loved ones in need of healing.   

Resources include materials from Fr. Nigel W. D. Mumford, Francis and Judith MacNutt, Thomas Keat-

ing, and St. John of the Cross.  Fred Fenn worked with Fr. Mumford in the 2000s.  Come join us!   

RVSP to the office by Monday, January 28 office@stmatthewavon.org 

FIRST AID KITS 

We have 3 first aid kits available in the building.  

One is in the office in the drawer closest to the door (the 

drawer is labeled).  

One is in the Narthex/Entryway outside the Sanctuary on the shelf in the coat area (also labeled).  

The third is located in the kitchen in the cabinet closest to the door (also labeled).  

Thank you to Kathy Alsgaard for maintaining and replenishing the first aid kits and including an 

inventory list in each so if we use an item, we can replace it in a timely manner. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

1   NEW YEAR’S DAY 

OFFICE CLOSED 

2 

9:30 Bible Study 

3 4 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

5 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

6  EPIPHANY 

8:30 Worship 

9:40 Sunday School  

11:00 Holy Communion/Epiphany 

Pageant 

7 

11:30 Stewardship Committee 

 

3:00 Staff Meeting 

7:00  Finance 

8 

 

6:30 Confirmation 

Class 

7:30 Church Council 

9 

 

 

7:00 Endowment 

10 11 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

12 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

5:30 Pot Luck & 

Open Mic Night 

13 BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

8:30 Holy Communion 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

11:00 Worship 

February VOICE deadline 

14 

 

 

3:00 Staff Meeting 

15 

 

 

6:30 Confirmation 

Class 

16 

9:30 Bible Study 

17 

12:00 

Prayer 

Shawl 

18 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Confirmation 

19 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Retreat 

20 

8:30 Worship 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

11:00 Holy Communion 

12:30 Young Adult Gathering 

21 MLK, Jr. Day 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

5:30 Technology 

6:30 Evangelism  

22 

6:30 Confirmation 

Class 

7:00 Property Commit-

tee 

23 24 25 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

5:00 4th Friday 

@ Grace 

Lutheran 

Church      

7:00 Cabaret 

26 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

27 

8:30 Holy Communion 

9:30 Annual Congregational 

Meeting  

11:00 Worship 

28 

 

 

3:00 Staff Meeting 

29 

 

 

6:30 Confirmation 

Class 

30 31   

    

 

Office Hours are 9:00 a.m.—4:00 

p.m. Monday—Thursday except 

where noted  

     

January 2019 


