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A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR 

Stir It Up! 

This year’s Synod Assembly takes its theme from an ancient Ad-

vent prayer, “Stir up your power, O Lord, and come.”  June 7-9, 

four voting members from St Matthew join 500 Lutherans from 

around New England to hear how the Spirit has stirred up con-

gregations to connect with and serve others in creative ways. 

Last month, these same voting members also gathered with oth-

er Lutherans from the fifteen ELCA churches in Hartford area, 

known as the Greater Hartford Conference.  We found that the 

Spirit is stirring things up right here, too!  Did you know that we 

have a bilingual mission congregation right here in Greater 

Hartford? It’s called La Ministeria Nueva Creacion, which meets 

at Concordia Lutheran Church and has just been authorized as 

an official mission start in the ELCA.  The congregation fills a gap 

in the Christian landscape: a Spanish speaking church with a 

theology of grace.  It is one of a handful of such church plantings 

in New England. 

Another way the Spirit is mixing it up is at St. John Lutheran 

Church in Killingly, CT.  Several years ago, this congregation, 

faced with small attendance and declining offerings, was pre-

sented with a deal they could not refuse—the local Walmart 

wanted to buy their property.  The sum that the church netted 

allowed them to move their congregation from their original loca-

tion in Brooklyn, CT to Killingly, in a much smaller, accessible, 

and versatile space.  They elected not to have pews put into their 

worship space, so that the chairs could be easily rearranged for 

hosting community functions.  Now they host concerts, veterans’ 

events, and other community gatherings.  They are known in 

town as ‘the church that opens its doors’! 

Our partner church, Grace in Hartford, has expanded Fresh 

Start, a business that hires previously hard-to-employ peo-

ple in making furniture out of old pallets and other reclaimed 

wood.  In late 2017, Fresh Start moved from a neighboring 

church basement to a warehouse space that is complete with a 

shop, show room, and loading dock.  They are well on their way 

to becoming a 503c non-profit, and have six employees, which is 

double just 10 months ago.  Their philosophy is “Reclaiming 

wood, reclaiming lives.” 

And right here at St. Matthew, the Spirit is stirring it up, too!  

Sunday School teachers meet for a wrap up session on June 3, 

and we give thanks for how throughout the school year they 

have stirred up the curiosity and enthusiasm of our youngest 

members.  (continued...)  

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

June 3 - Sunday School Teachers’  
  Meeting 9:40 a.m. 

June 10 - Church Picnic for ALL at 
  12:00 noon. 
  - Last Sunday with two worship times. 
  - Summer VOICE Deadline. 

June 17 - Fathers’ Day 
  - Summer worship hours begin  
  9:00 a.m. 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

July 4 - Independence Day (office  
  closed). 

July 11 — August 15 - Wednesday  
  Evening Worship 7:00 p.m. 

August 13 - Red  Cross Blood Drive  
  1:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m. 

http://www.stmatthewavon.org/


 (continued…)  The next Sunday, June 10, is our Annual Church Picnic, in which the St. Matthew Fellow-

ship Committee will stir up delicious sides and great company!  Wednesday night worship will begin July 

11, featuring faith stories from members of St. Matthew, as well as communion in a casual environment with 

refreshments in the Garth afterward. 

Stir us up, O Lord, and come!   

It’s a recipe for a great summer. 

Blessings, 

 

EVENING READERS   

Join the Evening Readers on Monday, June 11th at 7:00 at church (our usual time). We 

are discussing The Book that Matters Most by Ann Hood.  The contact person for 

Evening Readers is Debbie Steinberg at deborahsteinberg@mac.com  Please join us! 

“In early June the world of leaf and blade and flowers explodes, and every sunset is different.” 

  — John Steinbeck, The Winter of Our Discontent 

Want to know more about what Lutherans are doing in New England?  

Check out the bishop’s podcast, Bishop On A Bike  

(https://www.bishoponabike.com/podcast) to hear interviews with  

the speakers featured at this year’s assembly, or check out  

http://nelutherans.org/assembly to see video from the proceedings. 

~ THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY AT ST. MATTHEW ~ 

Twenty years ago, two friends who were students at the Hartford Seminary created a 

‘prayer shawl’ for another classmate, and that one loving gesture has grown into an international minis-

try.  Shawls are rooted in the history of many cultures and spiritual practices.  Uses are as varied as the 

recipients and serve as a physical connection to times of prayer and meditation. 

Needleworkers at St. Matthew have participated in this ministry for a long time, having made and given 

dozens of shawls over the years. Originally created in response to a medical challenge, it is not uncom-

mon to use one at celebratory times, too.  The original, full-sized shawls are available as well small 

pocket-sized shawls when the larger one is too much fabric, such as for times of travel or medical test-

ing, etc.  Either knit or crocheted, the shawls are created from machine washable fibers in an array of 

colors and patterns. 

Want to participate?  While we do meet monthly to connect and manage practical issues, most shawls 

are made at home and then brought to St. Matthew.   We welcome and need contributions!  The shawls 

are available through the pastors or the church office. 

Got questions?  Contact Ann Eberhard [860-675-5927] or Sandy Betsch [860-693-0700]. 

COFFEE LOVERS TAKE NOTE! 

NEEDED:  Individual(s) to be responsible for scheduling the teams who prepare the 

coffee and do coffee cleanup on Sunday.  Coffee responsibility could be shared by 

two people – 1 to schedule and 1 for supplies.  Scheduling goes from September 

through June.  The schedule is set for now through June 17th and will begin again 

with the Fall Worship schedule in September.   

Contact Harry Schuh at (860) 485-9018 or hschuh@charter.net if interested. 

mailto:deborahsteinberg@mac.com
https://www.bishoponabike.com/podcast
https://www.bishoponabike.com/podcast
http://nelutherans.org/assembly
mailto:hschuh@charter.net


 

THE MOUSE  I never thought winter would end, but I think spring is finally here! Just 

in time for the Property Committee’s spring clean-up. LOTS of people helped this year: 

Anne Fenn, Ben Wright, Bill Ferrigno, Bill Parchen, Bob Hoffman, Bruno Talotta, Carol 

Reider, George Reider, Jack Pietrick, Jim Holst, Kurt Saenger-Heyl, Lil Baruffi, Mabel How-

ard, Ron Howard, Megan Harriman, Melissa Lindquist, Pastor Julie, Jane Hanson, Rick 

Hanson, Roy Zurell, Tido Holtkamp, and Travis Wright. Wow! As John Heywood said, “Many 

hands make light work” …with that in mind, many willing hands are needed to help maintain the beauty 

of the Garth; read the article above to see how you may help. So many people here take on so many 

things for so long that eventually it’s time to rest and a new person takes over…Suellen and Phil Rogers 

have been taking care of the coffee hour for a long time! Now I know Lutherans love their coffee, so 

contact Harry Schuh if you would like to take over this essential duty. The Rogers have also been taking 

your generous food donations to the Canton Food Bank (before I can gnaw my way into them). Some-

times, Robin Lindquist will take the donations over because she also volunteers at the food bank. The 

people here are so generous with everything, including their time! Karen Wright and the Fellowship 

Committee are spending their time planning one of my favorite events of the year, the Annual Church 

Picnic on June 10. After all that eating, we will all need to run or walk it off at the Rolling Hills 

5k on July 14. Matt Montminy and his committee are donating their time to make that event a 

success once again. With all of this going on, don’t forget to come to church on Sundays to 

worship…Praise the Lord! 

ADULT FORUM TAKES A SUMMER BREAK 

After a third Sunday of bible study to end the month of May, St. Matthew’s 
Adult Forum will take a summer break beginning in June. 

We want to thank our partner in this effort Sandy Betsch for the weeks she taught this past year, her dedi-
cation to the process, planning skills and enthusiasm to help us to have a new vision for Adult Forum. 
We have been in a time of change during our Adult Forum hour. While keeping our center in God’s word 
and scripture, we also explored topics about the Reformation, our ELCA mission and ministries, guest 
speakers, theology, bible study, music & hymns all the time keeping our emphasis on how each topic of 
study relates to our day to day life as a follower of Jesus. 
 
We are already thinking about topics to present when we begin again this 
September. Thank you to everyone who gave us feedback, as that will help us 
to shape what we present in the future. 
Enjoy the summer, 

Pastors Julie and Bill 

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK (John Heywood) 

Greetings Sisters and Brothers of SMLC, 

Our sacred garden, the Garth, needs some willing hands to maintain its beauty. It’s a 

way to serve the Lord and bring color and joy into others’ lives.  We’re looking for vol-

unteers to focus on this highly visible area of our church.  Green thumb or not, experienced or not; you’re 

invited to be part of this ministry. 

Once the Spring planting and mulching is done, it’s only a matter of watering and weeding and doesn’t 

require a huge commitment of time.  If you prefer a lighter commitment, look for a signup sheet in the 

Carter Gathering Space where you can take a week to help out.  The sheet will be posted by June 1.  

We especially need people in the months of August, September, and October. Anyone interested please 

reach out to Rick Hanson: rhanson7720@gmail.com or 860.794.2158 

Thanks, and God Bless!…  

“he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his  

own labor” (1 Corinthians 3). 

mailto:rhanson7720@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Notes: 1 2     

3 

8:30 Worship 

9:40 Sunday School 

Teachers’ Meeting 

11:00 Holy Communion 

4 

 

5:30 Search/Call Committee 

7:00 Finance Committee 

7:00 Fellowship Committee 

7:00 Property Committee 

5 

 

 

 

7:30 Church Council 

6 

9:30 Bible Study 

11:00 Staff Meeting 

12:00 Stewardship 

Committee 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

7 

New England 
Synod Assembly 

8 

New England 
Synod Assembly 

9 

New England 
Synod Assembly 

10 

8:30 Holy Communion  

11:00 Worship 

12:00 Church Picnic 

for ALL 

Summer VOICE Dead-

line 

11 

 

1:00 FAVARH Student 

 

7:00 Evening Readers 

12 13 

 

11:00 Staff Meeting 

 

 

14 

 

1:00 Church 

Historians 

15 16 

 

17 FATHERS’ DAY 

BEGIN SUMMER  

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE: 

9:00 Holy Communion 

18 19 20 

9:30 Bible Study 

11:00 Staff Meeting 

 

 

21 

 

12:00 Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

22 23 

24 

9:00 Holy Communion 

10:30 Young Adult 

Gathering 

25 26 

 

 

7:00 Property Committee 

27 

11:00 Staff Meeting 

 

28 29 30 

June 2018 


