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Sunday, February 21, 2021  
VIRTUAL WORSHIP:   9:00 AM 

Holy Communion 

The First Sunday in Lent 
 

 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE:  Liturgical Improvisation No. 1      George Oldroyd 

“My soul has a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord”. -Psalm 84 
 
OPENING HYMN:   Thy holy wings          ELW 613 
 

1 Thy holy wings, O Savior, 
 spread gently over me, 
 and let me rest securely 
 through good and ill in thee. 
 Oh, be my strength and portion, 
 my rock and hiding place, 
 and let my ev'ry moment 
 be lived within thy grace. 
 
2 Oh, let me nestle near thee, 
 within thy downy breast 
 where I will find sweet comfort 
 and peace within thy nest. 
 Oh, close thy wings around me 
 and keep me safely there, 
 for I am but a newborn 
 and need thy tender care. 
 
3 Oh, wash me in the waters 
 of Noah's cleansing flood. 
 Give me a willing spirit, 
 a heart both clean and good. 
 Oh, take into thy keeping 
 thy children great and small, 
 and while we sweetly slumber, 
 enfold us one and all. 
 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite 
Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent. www.selahpub.com 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to 
the one who is full of compassion. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 
GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE                ELW, Setting Eight 
The congregation sings the refrain. 

Cantor:  For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let 
us pray to the Lord.  [REFRAIN] 
 
Cantor:  That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the 
poor; that we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, 
let us pray to the Lord.    [REFRAIN] 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, 
and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us 
in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe 
may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Julie 
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FIRST READING:    Genesis 9:8-17 
Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys the 
earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine 
destruction gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity 
and establishes a covenant with all creatures. 

 

A Reading from Genesis. 

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my 
covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living 
creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of 
the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.  I establish my covenant 
with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and 
never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”  God said, “This is the 
sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature 
that is with you, for all future generations:  I have set my bow in the clouds, and 
it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  When I bring 
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds,  I will remember my 
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and 
the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.  When the bow 
is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between 
God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”  God said to 
Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and 
all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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CANTICLE:  May We Have the Mind of Christ         Marty Haugen 
             adapted from Philippians 2, 5-11 

 

 

All sing the Refrain. 

Cantor:  Though he was in the form of God, he emptied himself 
taking on the form of a slave.  [Refrain:  sung by all] 

Cantor:  And, one like us in human form, he humbled himself,  
obedient unto death on a Cross.   [Refrain:  sung by all] 

Cantor:  Therefore our God has raised him high, and given to him  
the name that is above every name.  [Refrain:  sung by all] 
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GOSPEL:  Mark 1:9-15 

The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan 
so that he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign. 

The holy gospel according to Mark.      Glory to you, O Lord. 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan.  And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.  And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
  And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in 
the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; 
and the angels waited on him. 
 
  Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
The gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
SERMON Pastor Julie 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  I want Jesus to walk with me         ELW 325 

 
1 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 all along my pilgrim journey, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
 in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
 when my heart is almost breaking, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
3 When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
 when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
 when my head is bowed in sorrow, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
Text: African American spiritual 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and 
all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 
Assisting Minister:  In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and 
time. Give your church throughout the world a spirit of humility and repent-
ance; teach us to trust always in the good news of your salvation. 
 

Cantor:  Let us pray to the Lord.  
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Assisting minister:  You have made a covenant of mercy with every living 
creature. Protect all the earth’s creatures from destruction (especially . . . here 
local environmental concerns may be named). Empower the work of biologists, 
conservationists, and science educators. 
Cantor:  Let us pray to the Lord. 
All: 

 
 

Assisting minister:  Even in the wilderness you are with us.  Direct the words and 
actions of leaders in our community and throughout the world, that they may 
maintain justice for the lowly.  Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing 
dangerous lands. Give healing and strength to all who suffer (especially). 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Cantor:  Let us pray to the Lord. 
All: 

 

Assisting minister:   In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. We praise you for all those who have died trusting in your faithfulness. 
Bring us with them to the fullness of your reign.  
Cantor:  Let us pray to the Lord. 
All: 
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Assisting minister:  We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Cantor:  Help, save, and defend us O God. 
All:    Amen. 
 

At this time, we invite you to gather your communion elements: bread, wine, or grape 
juice.  The presider will invite you to consume the elements following the Words of In-
stitution and the Lord's Prayer.    
 
HOLY COMMUNION         
The Lord be with you.                And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.               We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 
feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your 
grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave 
thanks; broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you, and for all 
people, for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION    

All Christians who desire the sacrament are welcome to share in communion at St. 
Matthew. You are invited at this time share in the communion meal, using the elements 
you have prepared.  Those who do not wish to commune may spend a moment in silent 
prayer. 
 
Jesus draws the whole world to himself.  Come to this meal and be fed. 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
(Adapted by Kristian Kohler, composed by Teresa Berger, based on traditional prayers)  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you are the bread of life and the cup of salvation. 
I believe that you are truly present in the sacrament of Holy Communion.  
I seek you. I worship and adore you. 

Since I cannot receive you in the eucharistic bread and wine, 
I pray that you will come into my heart and soul, 
that I may be united to you by your all-powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. 
Let me receive you and be nourished by your abundant grace. 
Be for me the manna in my wilderness, 
the bread of angels for my very human journey through time, 
a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, 
and solace in the hour of my death. 

I pray all this, trusting that you are our life, our peace, and our everlasting joy. 
Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION       

God of steadfast love, 
at this table you gather your people 
into one body for the sake of the world. 
Send us in the power of your Spirit, 
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 
 
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN:  A mighty fortress is our God            ELW 504, vss. 1, 2 & 4 

 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 
 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 
2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 
 But now a champion comes to fight, 
 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 
 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 
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4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
 for God himself fights by our side 
 with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, 
 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
 though life be wrenched away, 
 they cannot win the day. 
 The kingdom's ours forever! 
 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

DISMISSAL: 

Go in peace. Share the good news.   

Thanks be to God! 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License SB135347. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
 

Worship Leaders: 

Lector:  Jake Bender 
Assisting Minister:  Mateo Bautista 
Zoom Master:  Rick Hanson 
 
Staff: 

Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer, Lead Pastor 
Pastor Brian R. Rajcok, Associate Pastor 
Richard Silbereis, Director of Music 
Diane Oates, Church Administrator 
Roy Zurell, Sexton 
 
 

St. Matthew Mission Statement:   St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a worshipping com-
munity called to proclaim God’s love for all and to grow spiritually together.  Chal-
lenged by Jesus’ example, we strive to connect people of all ages, abilities, and needs, and 
to nurture them to be disciples of Christ.  Guided by the Holy Spirit, we reach out to the 
wider community and welcome our neighbors to a life of worship, preaching, teaching, 
Christian care, service, and spiritual growth. 

In Christ, We Are  

Digging Deep, Reaching Out, Changing Lives. 


