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     Sunday, June 13, 2021     

11:00 AM IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

 THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
 

 
WELCOME 
 

A special word of welcome and thanks to the instrumentalists who are enriching our 
worship this morning:  Fred Fenn, Bassoon, and Cynthia Lang, Flute! 

 
PRELUDE:  Largo          G. F. Handel 
 
OPENING HYMN:  Beautiful Savior                   ELW 838 
 

1 Beautiful Savior, 
 King of creation, 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Truly I'd love thee, 
 truly I'd serve thee, 
 light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 

2 Fair are the meadows, 
 fair are the woodlands, 
 robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 
 Jesus is fairer, 
 Jesus is purer, 
 he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 

4 Beautiful Savior, 
 Lord of the nations, 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Glory and honor, 
 praise, adoration, 
 now and forevermore be thine! 
 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into 
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those 
in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON      Pastor Julie 
 
 
FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 17:22-24 
Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the Lord will choose someone 
from Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be 
planted on Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple. 
 
A Reading from Ezekiel. 

22Thus says the Lord God:  
 I myself will take a sprig 
  from the lofty top of a cedar; 
  I will set it out. 
 I will break off a tender one 
  from the topmost of its young twigs; 
 I myself will plant it 
  on a high and lofty mountain. 
 23On the mountain height of Israel 
  I will plant it, 
 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
  and become a noble cedar. 
 Under it every kind of bird will live; 
  in the shade of its branches will nest 
  winged creatures of every kind. 
 24All the trees of the field shall know 
  that I am the Lord. 
 I bring low the high tree, 
  I make high the low tree; 
 I dry up the green tree 
  and make the dry tree flourish. 
 I the Lord have spoken; 
  I will accomplish it. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION—sung several times 

 

GOSPEL:  Mark 4:26-34 
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and 
understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom. 

The holy gospel according to Mark.      Glory to you, O Lord. 

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground  27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 
grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then 
the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he 
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the 
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up 
and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the 
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to 
hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything 
in private to his disciples. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
SERMON Pastor Julie 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Goodness is stronger than evil  ELW 721 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

A brief silence. 
 
Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so 
that the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the 
depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth 
to places suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the 
ability to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in 
service to others. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to 
those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of 
poverty and homelessness, as well as (prayers in the chat).  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray 
for our church musician, Dick, our member and guest musicians, and our choir 
as we resume fuller music ministries.   We dedicate to you the joyful noise that 
comes from this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and instruments, 
and the songs from our hearts.  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home 
with you. We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new 
creation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
Amen. 
 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 
BLESSING 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

 

 

  



7 

SENDING HYMN:  This is my Father’s world                 ELW 824 

 

1 This is my Father's world, 
 and to my list'ning ears 
 all nature sings, and round me rings 
 the music of the spheres. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 I rest me in the thought 
 of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
 his hand the wonders wrought. 
 
2 This is my Father's world; 
 the birds their carols raise; 
 the morning light, the lily white, 
 declare their maker's praise. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 he shines in all that's fair. 
 In the rustling grass I hear him pass; 
 he speaks to me ev'rywhere. 
 
3 This is my Father's world; 
 oh, let me not forget 
 that, though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
 God is the ruler yet. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 why should my heart be sad? 
 The Lord is king, let heaven ring; 
 God reigns, let earth be glad! 
 
Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL: 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License SB135347. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
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Ushers: 
Kevin Reichler 
Ernie Jaschinski 
 

Staff: 

Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer, Lead Pastor 
Pastor Brian R. Rajcok, Associate Pastor 
Richard Silbereis, Director of Music 
Diane Oates, Church Administrator 
Roy Zurell, Sexton 
 
 

St. Matthew Mission Statement:   St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a worshipping 
community called to proclaim God’s love for all and to grow spiritually 
together.  Challenged by Jesus’ example, we strive to connect people of all ages, abilities, 
and needs, and to nurture them to be disciples of Christ.  Guided by the Holy Spirit, we 
reach out to the wider community and welcome our neighbors to a life of worship, 
preaching, teaching, Christian care, service, and spiritual growth. 

In Christ, We Are  

Digging Deep, Reaching Out, Changing Lives. 


