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Virtual Worship for 
 

Sunday, April 5, 2020 
 

Palm Sunday 
 
WELCOME TO ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN AVON! 
224 Lovely Street  Avon, CT 06001  (860) 673-3301  www.stmatthewavon.org  

 

Welcome to virtual worship at St Matthew!  If you are new to our community, we 
hope you will reach out to us via our website during this period of online worship.   
 
This bulletin is created to help you worship from home. Hymns, prayers and 
responses are printed in this bulletin.  Watch the Youtube video and follow along 
with this bulletin, or pray through it on your own or with others and read the 
sermon at our website.  Typically words that are in plain type are read by the 
worship leader. Words that are in bold type are responses or words spoken by the 
congregation.  
 
WELCOME TO HOLY WEEK 
 

Palm Sunday liturgy typically begins with a procession.  Here we hear the story of 
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, welcomed by crowds with shouts of praise.  Later 
this week, we will hear the story of how this enthusiastic crowd became a blood thirsty 
mob, crying out for Jesus’s death on the cross.  We invite you this Holy Week to walk 
with Jesus in his last week of life, finding yourself in the characters around him, and 
drawing near to the mystery of faith: that light breaks the darkness, and that death 
springs forth into life.   

 

 
WELCOME 

http://www.stmatthewavon.org/
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GATHERING 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 21:1-11 

The holy gospel according to Matthew 21:1-11. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 
with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, 
just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 
4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the 
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A 
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of 
him and that followed were shouting,  
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 
this?” 11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.”  
The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 



3 

 

 

BLESSING OF PALMS  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray.  
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed 
messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his 
way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to 
follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and 
resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
OPENING HYMN All Glory Laud and Honor, vv. 1, 3, 4 



4 

 

 



5 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 

As we now enter into the contemplation of the last week of the life of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on the salvation of the world through his 
sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray. 
 

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our 
Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. 
In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the 
glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
SERMON 
 
SERMON HYMN:   Go to Dark Gethsemane  
See next page   



6 

 
 



7 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition will end with the words, “Hear us, O God,” to which the congregation 
may respond, “your mercy is great.” 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, and the Son ☩ 
And the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE:    
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