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        Sunday, September 13, 2020  

VIRTUAL WORSHIP:   9:00 AM  
OUTDOOR WORSHIP: 11:00 AM 

 

 Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Rally Day 

 

 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE:  Trumpet Voluntary in D     John Stanley, arr. Henry Coleman 

    
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins: 

Almighty God, ☩ to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN:  For the beauty of the earth    ELW 879, vss. 1, 4 & 5   
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

 

KYRIE              ELW 157 

REFRAIN: 

Cantor:   In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:       Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 

 

Cantor:   For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world,  

     for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:       Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 

 

Cantor:  For your people here, who have come to give you praise, 

    for the strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 

 

Cantor:  Help, save, and defend us O God. 

All:      Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Re-

place our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in 

doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Brian 
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FIRST READING:  Genesis 50:15-21 

A reading from Romans:  

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 

bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 

him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before 

he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong 

they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of 

the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers 

also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph 

said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you in-

tended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous 

people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and 

your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL:  Matthew 18:21-35 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 

21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against 

me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not 

seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 

to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed 

him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord 

ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, 

and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord 

of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he 

went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 

seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell 

down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he 

refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When 

his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went 

and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him 

and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 

with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on 

you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his 

entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 

forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

The gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON Pastor Brian 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  We are marching in the light of God ELW 866 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

 

God of forgiveness and love, uphold your church throughout the world; make it a 

place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday Schools, con-

firmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and 

growth.  Especially we ask your blessing on St. Matthew’s Sunday School pro-

gram, that students may grow in faith amidst new challenges this year.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Wonderful Creator, the heights of the heavens reveal your glory.  Have compas-

sion on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, 

we look to you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Bless all those affected by 

wildfires and inspire us all to help in whatever way we can. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of all peoples, make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our 

bitter grudges. Settle our hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. 

Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom.  As we remember the September 11th 

attacks this weekend, help us to honor the memory of those lost that day and in the 

wars that followed.  We pray for members of the armed forces and their families, 

especially those suffering from physical disability, depression, PTSD, and other 

war other related illness.  Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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God of justice, bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide restora-

tive justice for all who are oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced 

labor. Deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees 

fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Eternal Lord, teach us to forgive. Remind us of the forgiveness we have in you. 

Still our tongues when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. 

Make this congregation a community of mercy for one another and for all our 

neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Mothering God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN: Let us talents and tongues employ   ELW 674 

 
   
DISMISSAL: 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Litur-

gies Annual License #SB135347. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Worship Leaders: 

 

Zoom Master:  Rick Hanson 

Greeting & Prayer of the Day: Lindsay Bender  

Lector: Jake Bender  

Creed Leaders: Devin Cody & Adam Drefs   

Prayer Intercessors: Brooke Cody & Claire Drefs 

Lord’s Prayer & Benediction: Adam Drefs 

Dismissal: Devin Cody  

 

 

Staff: 

Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer, Lead Pastor 

Pastor Brian R. Rajcok, Associate Pastor 

Richard Silbereis, Director of Music 

Roy Zurell, Sexton 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Matthew Mission Statement:   St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a worshipping 

community called to proclaim God’s love for all and to grow spiritually to-

gether.  Challenged by Jesus’ example, we strive to connect people of all ages, abil-

ities, and needs, and to nurture them to be disciples of Christ.  Guided by the Holy 

Spirit, we reach out to the wider community and welcome our neighbors to a life of 

worship, preaching, teaching, Christian care, service, and spiritual growth. 

In Christ, We Are  

Digging Deep, Reaching Out, Changing Lives. 

 


