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       VIRTUAL WORSHIP  

     Sunday, May 24, 2020 
              9:00 AM 

 
      Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

PRELUDE:     Chorale Improvisation on Hyfrydol ("Alleluia, Sing to Jesus") 
 Paul Manz 
 
WELCOME 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins: 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water may be poured as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN:          Alleluia! Sing to Jesus ELW 392 v. 1, 2, & 4 
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right 
hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world 
may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Julie 
  
FIRST READING:  Acts 1:6-14 

A reading from Acts. 
6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to 
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” 
  12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they 
went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, 
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of 
Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
 (verses edited for responsorial format)  

The cantor sings the refrain and all repeat it. 
The cantor sings the verses; the congregation sings the refrain as indicated. 
 
REFRAIN: 
 

 
 
Cantor:  Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; let those who hate 
God flee.  But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them also be 
merry and joyful.  Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who 
rides the clouds;  “I AM” is that name, rejoice before God!  [All:  REFRAIN] 
 
Cantor:  In your holy habitation, O God, you are a father to orphans, defender 
of widows; you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; 
but the rebels shall live in desert places.  [All:  REFRAIN] 
 
Cantor:  You sent a bountiful rain, O God; you restored your inheritance when 
it languished.  Your people found their home in it; in your goodness, O God, 
you have made provision for the poor.  [All:  REFRAIN] 
  
Cantor:  You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; you send forth 
your voice, your mighty voice.  Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over 
Israel; whose strength is in the skies.  How wonderful you are in your holy 
places, O God of Israel, giving strength and power to your people!  Blessed be 
God!  [All:  REFRAIN] 

 
GOSPEL: John 17:1-11 

The holy gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and 
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 
you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all 
whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by 
finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
  6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
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They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now 
they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you 
gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth 
that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on 
their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 
you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I 
have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in 
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that 
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

The congregation may be seated. 

 
THE SERMON Pastor Julie 
 
ANTHEM:                  Unclouded Day Conard High School Virtual Choir 
 
NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
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and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.   

Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition will end with the words, “Lord, in your mercy,” to which the congregation 
may respond, “hear our prayer.” 
 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of 
God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

Living God, you chose us to be your witnesses in the world. We pray for the 
church in every place in this time of pandemic, including our fellow 
congregations of the New England Synod.  Focus our hearts and minds on the 
fundamentals of prayer, care and service, and give us the power and creativity 
to accomplish what you send us to do. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Loving God, all creation sings praise to you. You delight in the oceans, and the 
mountains are your throne. Teach us humility and respect for our home; let us 
not forget the urgency of our work toward sustainable living on the earth. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Sovereign God, you rule the heavens, the earth, and time itself. Make this a 
time of justice, peace, and solidarity among all nations and peoples, so that we 
work together to solve world problems of disease, oppression, and war. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Tender God, we wait with hope for your presence to heal us, bless us, restore 
us, and give us peace. You know all the names of those suffering for whom we 
pray this day, (especially…..). Grant strength and safety to all who work on the 
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front lines of the pandemic, all who promote health and economic welfare, and 
all who exercise leadership.  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Infinite God, we are connected through your love to all the faithful departed.  
Remind all who grieve of your promises of new life, hope, and joy, for them and 
their loved ones. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we 
pray into your eternal care, through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever.   

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:           Lift High the Cross   ELW 660 v. 1, 3 & 4 
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DISMISSAL: 

Christ is risen, just as he said.  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!  

Thanks be to God.  

Alleluia!  
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St. Matthew Mission Statement:   St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a worshipping community called to proclaim God’s love for 
all and to grow spiritually together.  Challenged by Jesus’ example, we strive to connect people of all ages, abilities, and needs, and 
to nurture them to be disciples of Christ.  Guided by the Holy Spirit, we reach out to the wider community and welcome our 
neighbors to a life of worship, preaching, teaching, Christian care, service, and spiritual growth.  

In Christ, we are Digging Deep, Reaching Out, Changing Lives. 
 


