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       Sunday, January 24, 2021  

VIRTUAL WORSHIP:   9:00 AM 

The Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE:  The many moods of Magnificat      Samuel Scheidt (1597- 1654) 
Today we continue with another selection from one of Samuel Scheidt’s early Baroque 
settings of Mary’s Song, the Magnificat.  In conformity with medieval and early 
Lutheran practice, the choir and organ “sing” alternate verses.  Scheidt begins his organ 
setting of verse 4 by accompanying the chant tune with an expansive figure representing 
the divine magnificence.  Then with a recurrent figure consisting of three repeated notes 
followed by a downward leap, the composer falls down in adoration before the holiness 
of the divine Trinity. 
 
Verses 1 & 3 (Choir)  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.   
For you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.  From this day all 
generations will call me bless’d. 
 
Verse 4 (Organ)  You, the Almighty, have done great things for me; and holy is 
your name. 
 
 
OPENING HYMN:   You have come down to the lakeshore   ELW 817  
 
1 You have come down to the lakeshore 
 seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy, 
 but only asking for me to follow. 
 
Refrain 
 Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes; 
 kindly smiling, you've called out my name. 
 On the sand I have abandoned my small boat; 
 now with you, I will seek other seas. 
 
2 You know full well what I have, Lord: 
 neither treasure nor weapons for conquest, 
 just these my fish nets and will for working.  Refrain 
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3 You need my hands, my exhaustion, 
 working love for the rest of the weary-- 
 a love that's willing to go on loving.  Refrain 
 
4 You who have fished other waters; 
 you, the longing of souls that are yearning: 
       O loving Friend, you have come to call me.  Refrain 
 
 
Text: Cesáreo Gabaráin, 1936-1991; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946 
Spanish and English text © 1979 Cesáreo Gabaráin, OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 

 

 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE                ELW, Setting Eight 
The congregation sings the refrain. 

Cantor:  For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let 
us pray to the Lord.  [REFRAIN] 
 
Cantor:  For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the 
Word;  that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the 
Lord, let us pray to the Lord    [REFRAIN] 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. 
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Brian 
 
 
FIRST READING:    Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence 
message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of 
Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question 
“On whom should God have mercy?” 

A reading from Jonah. 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So 
Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now 
Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began 
to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. When God 
saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did 
not do it. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL:  Mark 1:14-20 

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the 
gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this 
will respond with repentance and faith. 

The holy gospel according to Mark.      Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news 
of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 
“Follow me and I will make you fish for people.”  And immediately they left 
their nets and followed him.  As he went a little farther, he saw James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets.  
Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with 
the hired men, and followed him. 

The gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON Pastor Brian 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  The Summons      ELW 798,  vss. 1, 3 & 5  
 
 

1 "Will you come and follow me 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don't know 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, 
 will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown 
 in you and you in me? 
 
3 "Will you let the blinded see 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you set the pris'ners free 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean, 
 and do such as this unseen, 
 and admit to what I mean 
 in you and you in me? 
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5 Lord, your summons echoes true 
 when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you 
 and never be the same. 
 In your company I'll go 
 where your love and footsteps show. 
 Thus I'll move and live and grow 
 in you and you in me. 
 
Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949 
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, the world, and all people in need. 
A brief silence. 
 
Gracious God, you call us to follow you and to do your mission in the world.  
Teach us, equip us, and guide us to live out your will.  Inspire us to prayerfully 
discern your calling in our lives and guide the church throughout the world to 
be a community which embodies your divine will on earth.  Let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Loving Creator, we pray for skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable 
weather and clean water, and for the well-being of creation.  Raise up advocates 
and scientists to guide our care for all the earth, help us to live in symbiotic 
relationship with our planet.  Let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
God of justice and love, we pray for those who provide leadership in our cities 
and around the world, for nonprofit and nongovernmental organizations, for 
planning commissions and homeless advocates, that You inspire all people in 
the just use of wealth. Let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Divine Physician, we pray for those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the 
outcast and all who await relief in the midst of suffering.  May your peace and 
mercy surround them and your presence give comfort and peace.  Especially we 
pray for….(prayer chat).  Let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Eternal Lord, we pray for our congregation and community.  Bless our 
congregational meeting today and all who participate.  Guide us by your Spirit 
and may Your steadfast love serve as a model for all relationships.  Let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of 
the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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At this time, we invite you to gather your communion elements: bread, wine, or grape 
juice.  The presider will invite you to consume the elements following the Words of 
Institution and the Lord's Prayer.    
 
HOLY COMMUNION         

The Lord be with you.                And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.               We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave 
thanks; broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you, and for all 
people, for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION    

All Christians who desire the sacrament are welcome to share in communion at St. 
Matthew. You are invited at this time share communion with those in your home, 
and/or communicate yourself.  Those who do not wish to commune may spend a moment 
in silent prayer. 
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PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
(Adapted by Kristian Kohler, composed by Teresa Berger, based on traditional prayers)  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you are the bread of life and the cup of salvation. 
I believe that you are truly present in the sacrament of Holy Communion.  
I seek you. I worship and adore you. 

Since I cannot receive you in the eucharistic bread and wine, 
I pray that you will come into my heart and soul, 
that I may be united to you by your all-powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. 
Let me receive you and be nourished by your abundant grace. 
Be for me the manna in my wilderness, 
the bread of angels for my very human journey through time, 
a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, 
and solace in the hour of my death. 

I pray all this, trusting that you are our life, our peace, and our everlasting joy. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION       

Lord Jesus, 
in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
Sustain us on the journey, 
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, 
and give us glad and generous hearts 
as we meet you on the way. 
 

BLESSING 

God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:  To be your presence        ELW 546  
 
1 To be your presence is our mission here, 

to show compassion's face and list'ning ear, 
to be your heart of mercy ever near, 
alleluia! 
 

2 To be your presence is our mission bold, 
to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold, 
to be your hands of justice, right uphold, 
alleluia! 
 

3 To be your presence is our mission blest, 
to speak for all the broken and oppressed, 
to be your voice of hope, your love expressed, 
alleluia! 
  

4 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, 
to serve your people is our call and choice, 
and in this mission we, the church, rejoice,  
alleluia! 

 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 
 

 
  

DISMISSAL: 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License SB135347. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
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Worship Leaders: 

Lector:  Hal Eberhard 
Assisting Minister:  Kathy Alsgaard 
Zoom Master:  Greg Boyd 
 

Staff: 

Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer, Lead Pastor 
Pastor Brian R. Rajcok, Associate Pastor 
Richard Silbereis, Director of Music 
Diane Oates, Church Administrator 
Roy Zurell, Sexton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthew Mission Statement 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a worshipping community called to proclaim God’s 
love for all and to grow spiritually together.  Challenged by Jesus’ example, we strive to 
connect people of all ages, abilities, and needs, and to nurture them to be disciples of 
Christ.  Guided by the Holy Spirit, we reach out to the wider community and welcome 
our neighbors to a life of worship, preaching, teaching, Christian care, service, and 
spiritual growth. 

In Christ, We Are 

Digging Deep, Reaching Out, Changing Lives. 
 

 


