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A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR 

First Fruits or Left Overs? 

In my family, everyone likes leftovers.  We love putting last night’s 

meat and potatoes or pasta dinner into Tupperware and warming 

it up for lunch the next day.  Sometimes we’ll make a big batch of 

soup or extra chicken on the grill, just so we can have that hot 

meal at midday wherever we are. 

Despite our love for leftovers, it isn’t what we generally feed com-

pany.  When we invite people in to a special meal at the Reuning-

Scherer house, we cook a new menu, sometimes using our best 

recipes, sometimes trying something new.  We want to treat our 

guests right, so we cook up something fresh and give them the 

first taste. 

That’s what the bible calls “first fruits” giving.  The first fruits 

festival occurred at the beginning of the harvest season.  In 

thanksgiving for God’s providing, each person brought the 

first ripe grain from their field and presented at the temple as 

an offering to God.  No grain was harvested for commerce or 

consumption until the offering had been made.  The idea was that 

God got the first cut, a portion of the best of what each person had 

to offer, as an acknowledgment of where that gift came from. 

We as Christians retain the idea of first fruit giving in our spiritual 

practice of generosity.  Giving of our time, expertise, and re-

sources helps us remember that God has faithfully provided for 

us.  Offering something in return is a way to say ‘thank you’ for 

God’s loving presence in our lives, for the communities which sup-

port us, and for the daily needs of body and spirit that God satis-

fies. Given the magnitude of God’s generosity toward us, we want 

to share the best of what we have.  We want to give the first fruits, 

not the leftovers. 

This fall our stewardship theme, Abide In Me, recalls the incredi-

ble gift of Jesus’ presence in our lives.  He is the true vine, and we 

are the branches that receive all we need through our connection 

to him.  Each family will receive a mailing later this month with an 

Intention of Giving card in it, and a chart to help you think through 

giving a portion of your financial resources to God’s work here at 

Saint Matthew.  On October 28, we will celebrate Reformation 

Sunday and the generosity of God as we process our giving cards 

and leave them before the altar. 

First fruits giving is a spiritual practice.  I hope it will enrich your 

spiritual life this fall, so that as Jesus says, “you may bear much 

fruit.”  (John 15:5). 

 Blessings, 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

October 14 - November VOICE Dead- 
      line 

October 19—21 - Men’s Retreat @ 
      Camp Calumet in NH 

October 21 - Young Adults Gathering 

October 28 - Reformation Sunday 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

November 4 - All Saints’ Sunday 

November 11– New Member Welcome 
   Lunch 

   – December VOICE Deadline 

November 16 - Red Cross Blood Drive 
      1:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

November 18 - Reception of New 
   Members 

November 22 - Thanksgiving Day 

   (Office Closed) 

http://www.stmatthewavon.org/


 SMLC EVENING READERS BOOK CLUB  

Our meetings are usually held at church on the second Monday of the month at 7:00 PM, 

unless otherwise noted. ALL ARE WELCOME!!  Please contact Debbie Steinberg at 860-

463-9212 or deborahsteinberg@mac.com for more info or to be included on the book club 

email list. OR just show up at a meeting - whether you finished the book or not -  

WE LOVE VISITORS! 

Our next meeting is October 8th - (Columbus Day, so we may change this one to the next Monday, the 

15th – stay tuned): We will discuss The Keeper of Lost Things (288pp) by Ruth Hogan.  

Looking ahead to November 12th (at 7:30 due to Altar Guild) we will discuss The Chilbury Ladies’ Choir 

UPDATE – SEARCH/CALL COMMITTEE -  

The committee interviewed three lay candidates and one pastor, and we are now pursuing a call process 
with that pastor.  The call process usually takes about 8 weeks start to finish, culminating in a call 
weekend with a meet and greet on Saturday and a congregational vote on Sunday. If all goes well, the 
candidate would give 30-60 days’ notice and then join our staff.  We will certainly keep you all informed as 
we move through this process. Thank you for your continued prayers as we go forward! 

CALLING ALL MEN! 

The October 19-21 Men's Weekend is going to be an awesome 

weekend at Calumet. 

You don't have to be a Star Wars fan, but you will be by the end of the 

weekend! We are delighted that Pastor Jonathan Hopkins, Concordia Lutheran 

Church, Concord, NH, and Calumet staff alumni, will be our chaplain. 

Pastor Jon loved Star Wars as a child and these days avidly takes his children to opening nights. He is a 

great discussion leader, inspiring preacher, and fun guy. 

The theme for the weekend will be: The power of myth: How Star Wars is spiritually connected to 

the powerful stories of our faith. 

Is there an all-powerful force controlling our destiny? Are we on our own? What is the fight between good 

and evil? Come and discuss these and other powerful myths at Men’s Weekend. 

There will also be service projects that will get us outside and keep us moving. As always, the food is plen-

tiful and delicious, accommodations are comfortable and modern, and we promise a perfect fall weekend 

on Ossipee Lake. 

Sign up in the Carter Gathering Space if you are interested in joining Pastor Bill, Dan Tuve, and Kurt 

Saenger-Heyl for this weekend at Calumet…Speak to any one of them if you have any questions… 

NEEDED: YARN 

 

White, Blue & Pink yarn for baby 

blankets. 

Thank you! Eleanor Swanson 

 OUR WEBSITE 

 
If you haven’t explored the church website; why not? 

 

stmatthewavon.org 

 

You can read Pastor Julie’s sermons,  

see our calendar of events, 

contact a staff member, or even make a donation,  

but there’s so much more! 

Check it out today! 

mailto:deborahsteinberg@mac.com


 

THE MOUSE  I am the Church Mouse, and I am a nosher.  I love to snack! Imagine 

my surprise when I spotted some delicious looking grapes hanging from the bulletin board in 

the brick hallway, climbed my way up the twisting vines, reached the luscious looking 

grapes and bit into purple paper wrapped around a cotton ball! Oy! This realistic work of art 

was created by Stephanie Montminy with help from her son Benjamin, and twin daughters 

Reese and Zoe. They all spent many hours of their summer vacation wrapping and twisting 

and creating this 3-D work of art for the 2019 Stewardship “vine and branches” campaign. I’m sure you 

will hear and read much more about that.  With autumn quickly approaching, there is a lot of hustle and 

bustle happening in this place; Fred Krompegal delivered all of those back packs & school supplies that 

everyone so generously donated; Ben Wright and Clint Harriman were checking out some property is-

sues in the building; Sarah Burns delivered cookies to visitors that she and her children, Samuel, Chris-

topher & Charlotte helped to bake (what a great family activity); last month we welcomed our new Direc-

tor of Music, Richard Silbereis; and when a young man was looking to offer community service hours – 

Rick Hanson, Roy Zurell, and Pastor Julie answered the call to provide work and supervision for him. 

What a wonderful faith community this is! We have so much, and we are willing to share our 

wealth in so many ways; whether it is our time, our talents, or increasing our Stewardship in-

tended giving. We are so blessed! Now, if someone would help this mouse and put some real 

grapes out, I would be much obliged! “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide 

in me and I in them bear much fruit” John 15:5 

“ABIDE IN ME” 
Stewardship Sundays in October 

 
“I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit”  
- John 15:5 
 
 Oct. 7 - ‘Faith Story’ in Worship 
 Oct. 14 - ‘Faith Story’ in Worship 
 Oct. 21 - ‘Faith Story’ in Worship 
 Oct. 28 - Reformation Sunday and Procession of Intended Giving Cards 

 
Thank you to Anna Neville for designing the graphic for our Stewardship campaign! 

PARSONAGE REPAIR UPDATE FROM BILL PARCHEN 

 
As many of you know, the parsonage experienced water damage from a burst pipe in Mid-

January.  Since that time, dedicated volunteers from our Property Committee have been working to as-

sess the damage and secure the insurance settlement needed to begin the repairs.  Throughout this 

work it has become apparent that the Parsonage needs extensive repair and restoration not only from 

the recent water damage, but also due to the age and use of the building. 

 
We have assembled a team of fourteen Congregation Members to form a Parsonage Advisory Board 

to review the condition of the building and the estimated cost of repairs and restoration.  This group will 

help St. Matthew begin to make difficult decisions about the best way to provide safe and cost-effective 

housing options for our Clergy.   

 
The Advisory Board will be making a recommendation on a path forward shortly.  Once that recommen-
dation is known, we will share it broadly with the Congregation and host informational meetings to raise 
awareness and understanding.  If you have any questions, please reach out to me at 
parchen63@gmail.com, his cell 860-877-9254, or when you run into me at Church. 

mailto:parchen63@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

 1 

 

 

7:00 Finance Cmtee. 

2 

 

6:30 Confirmation Class 

7:30 Church Council 

3 

9:30 Bible Study 

2:00 Staff Meeting 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

4 

 

5 6 

7 

8:30 Worship 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

11:00 Holy Communion 

8 Columbus Day 

 

 

7:00 Evening Readers 

9 

 

 

6:30 Confirmation Class 

10 

 

2:00 Staff Meeting 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

11 

 

1:00 Church Histori-

ans 

12 13 

 

14 

8:30 Holy Communion 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

11:00 Worship 

November VOICE Deadline 

15 

 

 

 

7:00 Endowment  
Committee 

16 

 

 

6:30 Confirmation Class 

17 

9:30 Bible Study 

2:00 Staff Meeting 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

18 

12:00 Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

19 

Men’s Retreat 
at Camp 
Calumet 

20 

Men’s Retreat at 
Camp Calumet 

21  

Men’s Retreat at Camp Calumet 

8:30 Worship 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

11:00 Holy Communion 

12:30 Young Adult Gathering 

22 23 

 

 

6:30 Confirmation Class 

7:00 Property Cmtee. 

24 

 

2:00 Staff Meeting 

 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

25 26 

 

5:00 Fouth 

Friday at 

Grace Luther-

an Church 

27 

28   Reformation Sunday 

8:30 Holy Communion 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

11:00 Holy Communion 

29 30 

 

6:30 Confirmation Class 

31 Reformation 

Day 

2:00 Staff Meeting 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

Notes:  

October 2018 

 


