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A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR 

Endings and Beginnings 

People look east, the time is near of the crowning of the year 

Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. 

People look east, and sing to today, Love the Guest is on the way.  

ELW 248 

   I love this Advent hymn.  It conjures up happy memories of tree trim-

ming and warm gatherings by the fire, smells of baking cookies, and 

songs of celebration. 

   The reality of the season for many of us is another matter, however.  

Advent becomes pre-Christmas season, fighting crowds at the mall, 

schedules overwhelmed with concerts and gatherings, cookies to bake 

and cards to send.  The expectations for creating Christmas cheer are 

so high that we find ourselves instead in a holiday hell, trying to cram 

everything in before December 24. 

   Which is why I love this little phrase in People Look East: “as you are 

able.”  They are words of grace in an ironically grace-starved season.  

Make your house fair as you are able.  Gather with friends as you are 

able.  Send greetings and keep traditions as you are able.  Do what you 

can, and let the rest go.  After all, the coming of this Guest, Jesus, does 

not depend on clean sheets and mints on the pillows.  Jesus finds a 

home wherever there is an opening, no matter how small. 

   Can you make an opening for Jesus, the Guest, this season?  Before 

cramming in, I recommend emptying out.  And I don’t mean cleaning 

your closets. 

1. Set realistic expectations.  Do not accept every holiday invitation; 

allow yourself time to rest. 

2. Defer some holiday traditions to the 12 Days of Christmas.  My 

favorite is sending Christmas cards after Christmas.  You can even 

call them New Year’s or Epiphany cards. 

3. Honor a loved one with a charitable gift.  You won’t have to find 

a parking spot at the mall or clutter someone’s mantle.  You can 

thoughtfully select the perfect charity in honor of the person ‘who 

has everything.’  Pick up Good Gifts catalogue in the narthex/

entryway at church or go online to elca.org/goodgifts to make your 

selection.   (continued…) 

 4.  Make a time to pray.  Maybe you simply sit quietly over a cup of     

 coffee and review what you are grateful for from the day.  Maybe 

 you take a bulletin home with you and reflect on the lessons you 

 heard in church.  Maybe you try a new prayer app on your phone (I 

 recommend Pray As You Go). 

   Love, the Guest, is on the way!  Jesus’ presence with us is the Gift of 

Christmas.  Let’s clear out some of the spiritual and physical clutter and 

make room for Jesus.  We need only to do what we are able.  And let 

God do the rest.   

Blessings,   

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

December 9 - January VOICE deadline 

December 16 - Confirmation Class  
   Caroling 12:00 p.m. 

   - Young Adult Gathering 12:30 p.m. 

December 23 - Lessons & Carols 8:30 
& 11:00 a.m.  

December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship  
   at 5:30, 7:30 & 10:30 p.m. 

December 30 - Holy Communion &  
   Healing Prayers 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

January 6 - Christmas/Epiphany Pag- 
   eant 11:00 a.m. 

January 12 - Pot Luck & Open Mic  
   Night 5:30 p.m. 

January 13 - February VOICE deadline 

January 17 - Blood Drive 1:00 — 6:00  
   p.m. 

January 20 - Young Adult Gathering  
   12:30 p.m. 

January 21 - MLK, Jr. Day; Office  
   Closed 

http://www.stmatthewavon.org/
https://community.elca.org/elcagoodgifts


 

SMLC EVENING READERS BOOK CLUB  

This month we will be meeting at the home of Debbie Steinberg (12 South Ridge 

Road, Farmington) to discuss Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honey-

man on Monday, December 10th at 6:00 p.m. 

Looking ahead to January 14th – we will meet at the church at 7:30 p.m. (due to Altar Guild being 

at 7:00) and we will discuss The Paper Menagerie and Other Stories by Ken Liu. Contact Debbie 

Steinberg at 860-463-9212 or deborahsteinberg@mac.com for more info or to be included on the 

book club email list. OR just show up at a meeting - whether you finished the book or not - WE 

LOVE VISITORS! 

Join Pastor Julie, the Confirmation Class, and others on December 16th from 12:00 to 2:00 for 

a carol sing. Contact Pastor Julie to reserve your spot. 

January 12th at 5:30 p.m. there will be a Potluck Dinner and Open Mic - and we are looking for 

people who would like to share a song, a poem, a skit, anything at all.  John Jarzbek and his band 

will play during dinner - and that's just for starters! 

The Fellowship Committee would love to see the Hall of the Evangelists packed with hearty eaters 

and entertainers! This promises to be a fun, relaxing, upbeat family event. Stay tuned... 

ST. MATTHEW FINANCES FORUM 

Make time to attend a forum on the finances at St. Mat-

thew December 16 at 9:40am.  The Council, Steward-

ship, Finance, and Endowment committees will share im-

portant information about the upcoming budget year, the 

use of endowment funds, member contributions and other revenue streams.  This meeting 

is preparatory to the annual meeting, which will be held at 9:40am on Sunday, January 

27, 2019.  The effectiveness of the ministries of St Matthew depends on all of us!   

 

 

TRAVELERS CHORALE HOLIDAY CONCERT: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 

Please join the Travelers Chorale on Thursday, December 6 at 7:30 pm at The 

Bushnell and let them share their music with you, whether it’s your 30th Chorale 

concert or a first-time experience. The theme of this Winter’s concert is 

“Believe.” Along with the Manchester Symphony Orchestra, the 90+ voices in 

chorale will perform classic and contemporary holiday favorites such as “Silent 

Night”, “Blue Christmas”, “Hallelujah Chorus” and “The Polar Express”. The concert is open to the 

public. Donations of non-perishable food items that benefit local food pantries are encouraged. 

For more information, please visit TravelersChorale.org. 

mailto:deborahsteinberg@mac.com
http://travelerschorale.org/


 

THE MOUSE  It’s December…it’s Advent…it’s COLD, so very, very cold! But I di-

gress; Advent means that Christmas is coming! Our mitten tree is on display in the Carter 

Gathering Space with lots of warm mittens, gloves, hats, and scarves both purchased and 

lovingly handmade and makes for a very cozy napping place for this church mouse. Those 

items will go to children in need around the Farmington Valley and in nearby Hartford for this 

cold winter season. The quilt I was napping on previously, was created by Lil Baruffi, Deb 

Brodeur, Mare Cusick, Ellen Ericson, Robin Lindquist, Carol Reider; they were led by Beth Wilson who 

designed the quilt. It was presented to a local veteran last month. The Advent Workshop was a huge 

success thanks to Melissa Lindquist and Heidi Beulieu; people of all ages painted pottery pieces of an-

gels, wreaths, mugs, and Tree of Life tiles. Soon we will celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Je-

sus Christ. I look forward to hearing the joyful sounds coming from the organ played by our Director of 

Music, Dick Silbereis on Christmas Eve at 5:30, 7:30 and again at 10:30 p.m. Soon after 

Christmas, our new Associate Pastor will be joining our ministry here. I can’t wait to see Pas-

tor Brian in the halls of St. Matthew in 2019. All good things in time…for now, let us rejoice in 

the glow of the candles on Christmas Eve and praise the Lord in triumphant song! Hallelujah!  

STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT 

'Abide in Me' is the theme of this year's Stewardship Intended Giving Campaign for 2019. Together we 
have the opportunity to reflect on what it means to abide in Jesus as branches of the true vine since we 
are connected to God who provides all we need in everlasting supply. Our giving inspires growth and the 
fruits of joy, compassion, and gratitude. 

With joy, we have called a second full time pastor which costs $30,000 beyond current receipts.  As you 
might recall from congregational meetings prior to approving seeking a full-time candidate, our congrega-
tion voted to appropriate $30,000 from the endowment for the first year of this candidate’s employment. 
The goal is to fully fund the position from our operating budget in three to five years. 

As we prepare the budget for next year and continue to receive pledge ‘Intended Giving Cards’ through 
the end of this year, it is important to share pledge statuses and other important financial information with 
you. Thank you for your pledge. If you have not yet completed an Intended Giving Card, please find them 
in email blasts, church pews, at church entrances or call the church office at (860) 673-3301. There is 
much to be grateful for in supporting this exciting new journey together at Saint Matthew. 
 

  
STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT AS OF NOVEMBER 19, 2018 

  

  As of Nov. 6, 2017 As of Dec. 31, 2017 As of Nov. 19, 2018 

# Pledges Received 
77 104 82 

# New Pledges 
8 15 7 

# Increased Pledges 
30 37 35 

# Decreased Pledges 
7 7 11 

# Pledges Remaining the 
Same 32 45 29 

Total Dollars 
  $282, 602 $ 231,602 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  

 

2 

8:30 Worship 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

11:00 Holy Communion 

3 

 

 

7:00 Finance Committee 

4 

6:30 Confirmation 

Class 

7:30 Church Council 

5 

9:30 Bible Study 

2:00 Staff Meeting 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

6 7 8 

 

9 

8:30 Holy Communion 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

11:00 Worship 

January VOICE deadline 

10 

 

 

 

6:00 Evening Readers @ Steinbergs 

11 

 

 

6:30 Confirmation 

Class 

12 

 

2:00 Staff Meeting 

 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

13 14 15 

16 

8:30 Worship 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

11:00 Holy Communion 

12:00 Confirmation Class Caroling 

12:30 Young Adult Gathering 

17 

 

 

5:30 Technology Committee 

6:30 Evangelism Committee 

18 

 

 

 

6:30 Confirmation 

Class 

19 

9:30 Bible Study 

2:00 Staff Meeting 

 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

20 

 

21 22 

23 

Lessons & Carols 

8:30 Holy Communion 

11:00 Worship 

24 Christmas Eve 

Office Closed 

5:30 Family Christmas Worship 

7:30 Candlelight Christmas Worship 

10:30 Candlelight Christmas Worship 

25 Christmas Day 

Office Closed 

 

 

 

26 

Office Closed 

 

27 

Office Closed 

28 

5:00 Fourth 

Friday at 

Grace Luther-

an Church 

29 

30 

8:30 Holy Communion & Healing 

Prayers 

11:00 Holy Communion & Healing 

Prayers 

31 New Year’s Eve 

Office Closed 

Notes: 

Office Hours are 9:00 

a.m.—4:00 p.m. Mon-

day—Thursday except 

where noted 

    

December 2018 

 


