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A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR 

“I am the good shepherd… I have other sheep that do not 
belong to this fold.   I must bring them also, and they will 

listen to my voice.” John 10:11, 16. 

Jesus’ words from the Gospel of John bring a beloved image to 

mind: Jesus, the Good Shepherd.  We remember this image eve-

ry year during the Easter season, relishing our inclusion in his 

flock, and experiencing the care of Jesus our shepherd.  It is a 

beautiful image about the community of which we are a part and 

the leadership that makes such safety, companionship, and sup-

port possible. 

This year as I read Jesus’ words, I am reminded of the communi-

ty beyond our doors who do not have a place of safety and care.  

In the months of self-study leading up to calling me as lead pas-

tor of St Matthew, the Congregational Assessment Tool indicated 

4 top priorities across age and demographics: 

• Develop a strategy for reaching new people and incorporat-

ing them into the life of the congregation 

• Make necessary changes to attract families with children and 

youth 

• Develop new ministries of outreach and renewal 

• Develop ministries that work toward healing those broken by 

life circumstances. 

These priorities mirror Jesus’ goal to bring in those outside the 

fold.  They are faithful to the spirit of Jesus the Good Shepherd 

who went in search of the one lost sheep. 

These priorities have guided our work together during first year 

as pastor and people, and they continue to shape our ministries 

for the future. We are tuning our ministry for people who are not 

yet among us.  Building on ministries already in place such as 

greeters, ushers, cookie deliveries, and new member luncheons, 

we are also learning new musical styles, redesigning and aug-

menting our online presence, and becoming a more obvious 

presence in the local community so that we, like Jesus, go out 

into the community and “bring them in also.” 

Jesus’ love and care for each of us is precious, and the people of 

St Matthew have a beautiful way of living it out.  As we continue 

to grow in our calling as God’s people at St Matthew, may we 

embody the priorities of the Good Shepherd, and bring in others 

who long to hear Jesus’ voice of acceptance, healing, and care. 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

April 1 - Easter Sunday Worship: 8:00, 
9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

April 20-22 -  Women’s Weekend @ 
Calumet. 

April 22 - Young Adult Group get-
together. 

April 29 - Holy Communion & Healing 
Prayers at both services. 
New Member Welcome Lunch 12:00. 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

May 3 - National Day of Prayer 12:00. 

May 6 - Reception of New Members 
at both services.            
First Communion at 11:00. 

May 20 - Confirmation at 11:00. 

http://www.stmatthewavon.org/


 

Come Join us for ADULT FORUM in the  

Hall of the Evangelists:  

Sunday mornings 9:40-10:40  

(coffee cups are welcome, too!) 

The heading above is always our invitation, however this 

month we get to add a Very Special Invitation! 

Come join our Bishop Jim Hazelwood at Adult Forum Beginning April 22!   Okay, Bishop Hazelwood 

won't exactly be here, at St. Matthew. 

However, we will be examining and discussing a very provocative paper he wrote: 

The Church is not dying but being Born Again 

Copies will be available beginning April 8 after worship in the Greeting Area after worship, or you can 

access it sooner on-line at http://bishop.nesynod.org/goingforward.pdf 

The schedule at Adult Forum: 

April 1 - Easter Sunday (3 worship services/ no Forum) 

April 8 - "What's so Amazing About Grace" Session 5/Final 

April 15 - Preparing to Forgive: Our last week on Forgiveness - Living out forgiveness day to day 

April 22 - The Church is not Dying but Being Born Again session 1 

April 29 -  The Church is not Dying but Being Born Again session 2 

Now all we need is for you to Come Join us and bring a friend! 

EVENING READERS  Join the Evening Readers on Monday, April 9th at 7:00 

p.m. when we will discuss Neverhome by Laird Hunt.  

The contact person for Evening Readers is Debbie Steinberg at  

deborahsteinberg@mac.com 

“She turned to the sunlight 

And shook her yellow head, 

And whispered to her neighbor:     

‘Winter is dead.’” 

 — A.A. Milne, When We Were Very Young 

EXCITING NEWS!!! 

After many months of research and committee proposals, St. Matthew Lutheran 

Church Council and Worship & Music Committee have decided to support the ac-

quisition of a grand piano for our sanctuary. It is being delivered during Holy Week 

and we are absolutely thrilled to unveil this beautiful instrument.  

We believe that this piano will greatly improve our music ministry by providing: 

1. an instrument with a tonal fullness and dynamic range suitable for support and encourage 100+ 

worshippers singing hymns; 

2. an instrument with which choral and instrumental collaboration is most possible (because there 

is no wall obscuring sight lines between pianist and singers/instrumentalists). 

Funds for the instrument come from the Memorial Fund. We hope you will share in our enthusiasm for the 

addition of this wonderful instrument in our worshipping life together! 

http://bishop.nesynod.org/goingforward.pdf
mailto:deborahsteinberg@mac.com


 

THE MOUSE On April 1st, we will celebrate The Resurrection of our Lord! It is such a mag-

nificent event that it takes a “week of weeks” to celebrate. The seven weeks of Easter, the 

great fifty days, are a unique festive time in the life of the Church. For seven entire weeks 

we celebrate our Lord’s victory over death and the grave. This mouse sure will be celebrat-

ing…I actually started with a breakfast feast on Palm Sunday. Led by Peggy Beauregard, 

Gayle Murphy and a little administrative support from Terri Bendell it was a great morning; 

with help from the people setting up, the people that brought in all the yummy goodies, egg bakes, sau-

sages, fruit and juices…my cup was overflowing…But not to worry…Roy Zurell is always nearby with a 

mop when our cups runneth over. Now that we have our new bulletin format, you would think Ann Eber-

hard would be out of a “job”, but she is still in the office every week working on something. Although it’s 

not the same with the sad loss of Carolyn Staub, the ladies of the Altar Guild, led by Deb Brodeur, were 

in and out during Holy Week setting up the altar and making sure everything was just right with the Alle-

luia parament and beautiful Easter lilies. Speaking of ladies, the Women of St. Matthew (and friends) 

are heading to Camp Calumet in New Hampshire on April 20th for a weekend; I saw Debbie 

Steinberg, Anne Fenn, and Sandy Betsch in the conference room making plans for the best 

weekend yet. Maybe I’ll stow away and check it out? I bet that’s a fun place for women and 

mice too! Alleluia! 

CALL/SEARCH COMMITTEE BEGINS ITS WORK  

The Call/Search Committee for a new full-time staff person met with Pastor Paul Sinnott of the New Eng-

land Synod this past month.  Pastor Paul walked the group through the call process and shared infor-

mation about congregations hiring lay people for ministry positions.  The Call/Search Committee members 

appointed by the Church Council are: Melissa Bender, Margaret Byrne, Mark Coslett, Fred Fenn, Sheila 

Jarka, Kelly O’Connell, Kurt Saenger-Heyl, Joe Pelehach, Debbie Steinberg, and Pastor Julie.  We will 

keep the congregation informed as the search progresses. 

 YOUNG ADULT GROUP  

 Meet other young adults (21+) once  per month!   

Enjoy camaraderie, good food, and a little Lutheran cheer.  Our next get-

together is Sunday, April 22 at 12:15 p.m. Location: TBD.  

Contact Kurt Saenger-Heyl (kurt@thekeds.org) or Jill Brunetti (jtrick0@gmail.com) for more information. 

COME TO THE LARGEST GATHERING OF  

LUTHERANS IN NEW ENGLAND! 

You are invited to attend the New England Synod’s Assembly, Thursday, 

June 7 – Saturday, June 9 in Springfield, MA, with the theme, “Stir It Up!”  

The event gathers Lutherans from all over New England to worship, learn 

about ministries throughout our synod, hear inspiring speakers, pick up best 

practices, and deliberate on matters of church policy—this year we will vote 

    for our next bishop.   

Check out newenglandsynod.org for more info!  Every year St Matthew can send three voting members- 

one male, one female, one age 30 or under.  Visitors are also welcome to attend worship, hear the speak-

ers, and experience the proceedings.  Finally, much of the assembly is available for viewing at neweng-

landsynod.org, so we hope you will attend in person or tune in online!   

If you are interested in attending as a voting member or a visitor, please speak to Pastor Julie or Pastor 

Bill. 

mailto:kurt@thekeds.org
mailto:jtrick0@gmail.com
newenglandsynod.org
newenglandsynod.org
newenglandsynod.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 EASTER 

8:00 Holy Communion 

9:30 Holy Communion 

11:00 Holy Communion 

2  

1:00 FAVARH Student 

 

7:00 Finance Committee 

7:00 Fellowship Commit-
tee 

3 

 

 

6:30 Confirmation 

7:30 Church Coun-
cil 

4 

9:30 Bible Study 

10:30 Staff Meeting    

NO Choir Rehearsal 

5 6 7 

8 

8:30 Holy Communion 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

11:00 Worship 

May VOICE deadline 

9 

 

 

7:00 Evening Readers 

10 

 

NO Confirmation 

11 

10:30 Staff Meeting 

 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

12 

10:00 Office 
Helpers  

1:00 Church 
Historians 

13 14 

15 

8:30 Worship 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

11:00 Holy Communion 

16 

5:30 Technology Com-
mittee 

6:30 Evangelism Com-
mittee 

17 

 

 

6:30 Confirmation 

18 

9:30 Bible Study 

10:30 Staff Meeting 

 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

19 

 

12:00 Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 

20 

Women’s  
Weekend>>>>> 

21 

 
>>>@ Calumet 

22 

8:30 Holy Communion 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

11:00 Worship 

12:15 Young Adult Group Get-
Together 

23 

 

 

7:00 Endowment Com-
mittee 

24 

 

6:30 Confirmation 

7:00 Property 

Committee 

25 

11:00 Staff Meeting 

12:00 Staff Luncheon 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

26 27 28 

29 

8:30 Holy Communion & Healing 
Prayers 

9:40 Sunday School, Adult Forum 
& First Communion Class 

11:00 Holy Communion & Healing 
Prayers 

12:00 New Member Welcome 
Lunch 

30 

 

 

1:00 FAVARH Student 

 

7:00 Finance Committee 

Notes: 

April 2018 
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