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     Sunday, May 16, 2021       

VIRTUAL WORSHIP:  9:00 AM 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
 

PRELUDE:  Chorale Improvisation on “Hyfrydol”    Paul Manz 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled 
waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our 
souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your 
mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your 
life. 
 
Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
  

OPENING HYMN:  Alleluia sing to Jesus         ELW 392 
 

1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 
 his the scepter, his the throne; 
 Alleluia! his the triumph, 
 his the victory alone. 
 Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 
 thunder like a mighty flood: 
 "Jesus out of ev'ry nation 
 has redeemed us by his blood." 
 
2 Alleluia! Not as orphans 
 are we left in sorrow now; 
 Alleluia! he is near us; 
 faith believes, nor questions how. 
 Though the cloud from sight received him 
 when the forty days were o'er, 
 shall our hearts forget his promise: 
 "I am with you evermore"? 
 
4 Alleluia! King eternal, 
 Lord omnipotent we own; 
 Alleluia! born of Mary, 
 earth your footstool, heav'n your throne. 
 As within the veil you entered, 
 robed in flesh, our great high priest, 
 here on earth both priest and victim 
 in the eucharistic feast. 
 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  

Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the 
powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us 
and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Brian 
 
 
FIRST READING:  Acts 1:1-11 
Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples 
will spread out from Jerusalem to all the world, and that the disciples will be 
accompanied and empowered by the Holy Spirit. His words provide an outline of the 
book of Acts. 
 
A Reading from Acts. 

[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did 
and taught from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, 
after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is 
what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

  6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to 
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing 
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They 
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, 
who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
 

REFRAIN: 
 

 
 
Cantor: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

All:    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Cantor:   Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord;*  
  I am with you always, to the end of the age. 

All:    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 
GOSPEL:  Luke 24:44-53 
On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and 
a promise of the Holy Spirit. 

The holy gospel according to Luke.      Glory to you, O Lord. 

44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I 
spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in 
the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he 
opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus 
it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these 
things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay 
here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was 
carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
SERMON Pastor Brian 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Lord of the Dance                              
 
1.  I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 
And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 
And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth, 
At Bethlehem I had my birth. 
 
REFRAIN: 
Dance, then, wherever you may be, 
I am the Lord of the dance, said he, 
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
And I'll lead you all in the dance, said he 
 
2.  I danced for the scribe and the pharisee, 
But they would not dance and they wouldn't follow me. 
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John  
They came with me and the dance went on.  [REFRAIN] 
 
3.  I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 
The holy people said it was a shame. 
They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high, 
And they left me there on a cross to die.  [REFRAIN] 
 
4.  They cut me down and I leapt up high; 
I am the life that'll never, never die; 
I'll live in you If you'll live in me; 
I am the Lord of the dance, said he.  [REFRAIN] 
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NICENE CREED  
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 
 
Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the 
church in your Word and unify us as Christ’s body. Send us into the world as 
your loving people, ready to testify to your Spirit at work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. 
Seas teem with life, forests reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies 
deep in the soil. Guard and keep this world for the well-being of all your 
creatures. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near 
streams of water. Establish the leaders of nations and all in authority in your 
grace and truth. Strengthen them, so that the people they serve will have 
abundant life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, 
outcast, rejected, or sick. Give them tangible signs of your steadfast love. Grant 
healing and love to all in need (especially..) Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning, and 
supporting one another. Give us thankful hearts as we claim the gifts that are 
unique to us and keep us from being envious of others with different gifts. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Through 
the witness of those who have died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

 
BLESSING 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the 
risen Lord Jesus. 
 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:  Let us talents and tongues employ   ELW 674 
 

1 Let us talents and tongues employ, 
 reaching out with a shout of joy: 
 bread is broken, the wine is poured, 
 Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 
 
Refrain 
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 
2 Christ is able to make us one, 
 at the table he sets the tone, 
 teaching people to live to bless, 
 love in word and in deed express.  Refrain 
 
3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out 
 bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
 gives us love to tell, bread to share: 
 God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere!  Refrain 
 
Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929 
Text © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
 

 

DISMISSAL: 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License SB135347. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
 

 

 
Worship Leaders: 

Lector:  Sunday School 
Assisting Minister:  Sunday School 
Zoom Master:  Meg Kraft 
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Staff: 

Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer, Lead Pastor 
Pastor Brian R. Rajcok, Associate Pastor 
Richard Silbereis, Director of Music 
Diane Oates, Church Administrator 
Roy Zurell, Sexton 
 
 

St. Matthew Mission Statement:   St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a worshipping 
community called to proclaim God’s love for all and to grow spiritually 
together.  Challenged by Jesus’ example, we strive to connect people of all ages, abilities, 
and needs, and to nurture them to be disciples of Christ.  Guided by the Holy Spirit, we 
reach out to the wider community and welcome our neighbors to a life of worship, 
preaching, teaching, Christian care, service, and spiritual growth. 

In Christ, We Are  

Digging Deep, Reaching Out, Changing Lives. 


