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Greetings St Matthew… from my home to yours!  Like many of you, I am working from home, setting up 
new routines, spending more time alone and with immediate family.  I am also thinking about what it 
means to be church in this time.  Our building may be closed, but we are recognizing that we need each 
other and our faith in Jesus more than ever.  I am so grateful to be a part of this church called St 
Matthew! 

There is much that remains unknown about how the coming weeks will unfold, but currently the Council 
is planning to keep the church building closed through April in keeping with recommendations from 
government officials and the CDC.  A closed building, however, does not mean a closed ministry!  On the 
contrary, the leaders and staff at St Matthew have been setting up new systems and working remotely 
to revamp our ministries for this time of social distancing due to COVID-19.  Here’s what we are doing: 

Online Worship.  Currently we are offering online worship and devotions at our website 
www.stmatthewavon.org.  The most recent offering is posted on the homepage; past offerings can be 
accessed under the Sermons tab at the top of the page under the heading “Video Library.”  You will see 
our regular offerings listed in this newsletter; we will also provide online offerings for Maundy Thursday 
and Good Friday. 

Staying Connected.  Our Council and ministry leaders have started a touching base campaign of phone 
calls to people participating in the ministries of our church.  The newly formed Care Teams are making 
calls to our homebound members.  And the pastors will be making their way through the church 
directory in the month of April.  These check in calls are designed to see how members are doing, if they 
have any unmet needs, and how we might remember them in prayer.  In addition, we encourage you to 
stay in touch with others you know in the church through our online Member Directory.  It’s at the 
website www.stmatthewavon.org  under the ‘About Us’ tab. 

Prayer.  In addition to our pastors, our Prayer Chain and Lay Healing Prayer Ministers are available to 
support you.  Requests directed to the Prayer Chain arrive via email, and the group prays the request for 
one week in their personal prayer.  Lay Healing Prayer Ministers pray specifically for healing, and are 
available for phone conversation and prayer.   All prayer requests are confidential.  You can visit the 
Prayer page of our website at https://www.stmatthewavon.org/prayer to submit a prayer request, or 
you can email office@stmatthewavon.org with your prayer request and it will be referred to either or 
both groups per your direction.  

Generosity.  Your continued financial gifts are deeply appreciated at this time.  You can mail in checks to 
church to stay current with your giving, or set up electronic giving by contacting 
office@stmatthewavon.org. 

Staying in touch.  The best source of updated information is our website, www.stmatthewavon.org.  The 
best way to be in touch with the pastors is by cell phone.  Feel free to reach out to the office for contact 
information of leadership or staff at office@stmatthewavon.org. 
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As always, we are the Body of Christ, for one another and the world.  Let us continue to hold in prayer 
the most vulnerable, decision makers, essential workers, and health personnel, and one another. 

If one member [of the body] suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, 
all rejoice together with it. Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of 
it.  

I Cor 12:26-27. 

Pastor Julie 


