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The church building is closed at this time. 

but you can mail contributions and commu-

nications to the church via USPS and drop 

off donations for outside organizations in the 

bins by the office door. Thank you! 

Please join us on our website for virtual wor-

ship! 

THE NEWSLETTER OF ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH, AVON, CT             June 2020 

A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

The office will continue to be closed un-
til notice is otherwise given. All in-
person events are tentative and may be 
changed. 
 

 

All Fridays in June: Virtual Women’s Fel-

lowship, 9:30 AM 

June 4:  Virtual Bible Study, 10 AM 

June 8:  Virtual Evening Readers, 7 PM 

June 15 : Summer VOICE submissions deadline 

June 18:  Virtual Bible Study, 10 AM 

June 26:  Fourth Friday at Grace, 5 PM 

June 27:  Men’s Breakfast, 8:30 AM – in per- 

     son or virtual, TBD 

“In Christ, we are  digging deep, reaching out, changing lives.” 

PLANNING FOR A PHASED RE-OPENING 

One of them, a lawyer, asked Jesus a question to test him. “Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is greatest?” Jesus said to him, "You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. 
This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.”  Matthew 22:35-40 

The Congregational Council met Tuesday, June 2nd, to discuss future 
plans for returning safely to the church building for ministry and wor-
ship, following the guidance of the ELCA and the state and federal gov-
ernment.  We framed our discussion with Jesus’ words about the 
Greatest Commandment, to love God and neighbor. For us, this means 
balancing dual needs: the need for safety in the community, especially 
among the most vulnerable, and the need for authentic worship, which 
for some, means being in the sanctuary. 

The Council is proposing an incremental approach. The first step is to 
conduct a survey of the congregation in order to gauge readiness for 
returning to the building and to explore what practices would make con-
gregants feel most comfortable. Members can expect the survey in 
their email inbox mid-month; people who receive the newsletter via 
USPS will receive a hard copy to return to the office. In addition, 
the Council will appoint a Re-Opening Task Force at its next meeting 
on July 7th. The task force will utilize the survey information and 
guidance from public health officials and the ELCA to plan for the safest 
ways to resume in-person ministry. If you are interested in serving on 
the task force, please contact one of the pastors or our council 
president, Jack Pietrick. The Council will offer updated communications 
as our process continues.  

In the meantime, Pastor Brian and I will begin to offer some smaller-
scale, in-person ministry options. We will resume homebound visitation 
for those who desire it, using best social distancing practices such as 
wearing face masks and meeting outdoors where possible. We will wait 
for now on sharing Holy Communion. For those unable to receive a visit 
safely at this time, we will continue offering spiritual support over the 
phone. We will also offer porch chats with parishioners who would like 
to meet in person for conversation and prayer. These visits will occur 
on the office door porch, with seating at least six feet apart. Pastors 
and parishioners will wear face masks; parishioners are welcome to 
bring their own folding chair if that is more comfortable.   

Other opportunities for in-person, small group fellowship may arise, 
especially outdoors.  If you have needs or ideas, please reach out to 
me, Pastor Brian, or to our Council President, Jack Pietrick at of-
fice@stmatthewavon.org.  We will do what we can to meet your needs 
in this unusual time in a safe way.   

We will continue to offer online opportunities during this period: Zoom 
worship at 9 AM on Sundays, with the video on our website for viewing 
later in the day; men’s and women’s fellowship groups, bible study and 
Tuesdays at 10 AM.  Pastor Brian and I will continue our check in calls 
to parishioners; we also are available for phone or video conference 
upon request.  We are grateful for our leaders on Council and Care 
Teams; Finance, Communications, and Property Committees; our staff; 
and all of you, the faithful people of God at St. Matthew, who hold our 
ministry in prayer. 

 

 

http://www.stmatthewavon.org/
mailto:office@stmatthewavon.org
mailto:office@stmatthewavon.org


 
COMMUNION IN THE TIME OF PANDEMIC 

Tuesdays, June 16th and June 23rd, 7- 8 PM  

As churches have been closed to in-person worship during the pandemic, 
pastors, members, and theologians of the ELCA have been discussing the 
place of Holy Communion in the life the Church.  What is the place of Holy 
Communion in our worship and spiritual life?  What is the Real Presence of 
Christ in Communion and is that possible when we are not together physical-

ly? How did Luther handle communion practice during the Black Plague pandemic? Join us for two dis-
cussions from the article on Holy Communion in Times of Pandemic, based on video presentations. 

Week One: June 16th -  Bishop R. Guy Erwin, Communion and Reformation Theology  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1KtGvyR3vc&feature=youtu.be 

Week Two: June 23rd - Bishop Jim Hazelwood, Recommendations from the New England Synod. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1eseFpKCkw&feature=youtu.be  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnwrc8ukzQM&feature=youtu.be  

Please view the video(s) assigned prior to each session, as you are able.  Sessions will be shared via 

Zoom and will include presentations by Pastors Brian and Julie, as well as break-out groups and com-

ment sharing via chat.   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR MISSION SUPPORT! 

St. Matthew gave $30,632 to the New England Synod in 2019.  Half of these funds were used locally, fund-

ing scholarships for seminarians and supporting mission starts such as Good Neighbor Lutheran, a Chi-

nese American ministry in Quincy, MA, and Latinex ministry at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Providence, 

RI.  Your dollars support the learning community of Forward Leadership, where congregations learn and 

share best practices, and the School of Lay Ministry, a two year program in Bible and Theology which 

trains lay people for local ministry.  The rest of the mission support dollars go to the national church and 

around the world to support missionaries, world hunger development projects, and disaster relief.  Learn 

more at https://www.elca.org/missionsupport. 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 St. Matthew received approval for its application for the Payroll Protection Program (PPP) loan. 

 The PPP loan funds have been placed in St. Matthew’s bank account. 

 The Capital Campaign is still in the “quiet” phase and is progressing. 

 The Council initiated the discussion of the challenges and opportunities of re-opening for in person 
worship and other ministries. 

VBS CANCELED 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, Camp Calumet has canceled all summer activities, including 

their travelling VBS program.  Considering this, and the fact that having a large group of chil-

dren in our church building would be dangerous at this point, we have decided to cancel Vaca-

tion Bible School this summer. We will, however, send some screen-free resources for families to use at 

home for faith formation and fun this summer. 

5K RACE CANCELED 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the 5K planning team has decided it is best to cancel the race this year.  

We are sad to cancel it, but appreciate everyone’s understanding and support for our youth group.  

TUESDAYS TOGETHER  

Tuesdays Together at Ten will continue to meet every Tuesday from 10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. on Zoom.  

Newcomers are always welcome!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1eseFpKCkw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnwrc8ukzQM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.elca.org/missionsupport


 

GOOD THINGS: Despite being physically distant from each other, we have continued to be socially con-
nected through modern technology!   

 Sunday morning worship took place via Zoom at 9:00 a.m. every Sunday during May.  Special thanks 

to Kurt Saenger-Heyl for lending his expertise, and to Jason Lindquist for his continued web support! 

 Sunday School continued to meet virtually at 10:30 a.m. each week. 

 The Sunday School and Confirmation classes joined in writing letters to our homebound members. 

And the whole congregation joined in a card shower for Edie Pearce who turned 100 in May! 

 The congregation collected many items for Grace Lutheran in Hartford and for the Canton Food Bank 

and Gifts of Love.  Thank you to Margaret B. and Doreen O. for delivering the collection to Grace, and 

to Robin L. for delivering the collection to the food banks. 

 Groups like Tuesdays Together, Bible Study, Choir, Men’s Group, Women’s Group, Centering Prayer, 

Healing Prayer, and Evening Readers met via Zoom. 

God is good, all the time! 

YOUTH GROUP 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the youth group summer mission to North Carolina 

has been canceled.  Our deposit will roll over to 2021 or 2022.  We are sad to cancel 

it, but this gives us plenty of time to start preparing for the National Youth Gathering in 

Minneapolis in 2021! 

Youth group will be meeting via Zoom from 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on the second Saturday of each 

month during the summer: June 13th, July 11th, and August 8th. Hope to see you then! 

CENTERING PRAYER 

In June, Centering Prayer group will meet on Zoom, once on Tuesday, June 9th at 7:00 p.m., 

and again on Thursday, June 25th at 2:00 p.m.  All are welcome to come anytime!  

MEN’S GROUP 

Men’s Group will meet on Zoom on the fourth Saturday of the month, June 27th at 8:30 

a.m.  We look forward to seeing you then!    

A MESSAGE FROM REV. ELIZABETH A. EATON: 

Please go to this link to hear a video message on what 

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton has to say on mental health and faith during the pandemic:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9DuxjAKlYEU&feature=youtu.be  (1:27) 

TO DONATE TO ELCA’S COVID-19 RESPONSE FUND: 

https://community.elca.org/advanced-donation-form/covid-19-response-fund   

UPDATE FROM THE "GROWING OUR MINISTRY TOGETHER" CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE   

Spring has arrived!  The Capital Campaign Committee is pleased to share that the quiet phase has had a 

generous and remarkable response to date with gifts and commitments totaling $70,000.  This is in re-

sponse to the matching challenge of the Steinberg/Jensen gift of $150,000 to allow the pay-down of our 

$300,000 building mortgage by June 30, 2020. 

If you would like to consider a gift, please reach out to Pastor Julie.  As committee co-chairs, Missy Lindquist 

(860.916.5625) and George Reider (860.930.5074) also stand ready to provide insight into this endeavor. 

Please stay well as we all pray that we may soon once again worship together safely!  In the meantime, we 

remain a church family that is reaching out, supporting and ministering to one another. 

The Capital Campaign Committee 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9DuxjAKlYEU&feature=youtu.be
https://community.elca.org/advanced-donation-form/covid-19-response-fund


 

 

SAINT MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH 
224 Lovely Street, Avon, Connecticut  06001-4018 

 

Non-Profit Organization 

June 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

: 1 2 

10:00 Tuesdays at 10: Virtual 

Prayer via Zoom. 

3 4 

10:00 Virtual Bible 

Study via Zoom 

5 
9:30 Women’s 
Fellowship via 
Zoom 

6 

7 
9:00 Virtual Worship live via 
Zoom 

 

8 

 

7:00 Virtual Evening 

Readers via Zoom 

9 
10:00 Tuesdays at 10: Virtual 
Prayer via Zoom 
 
7PM Centering Prayer via 
Zoom 

10 11 
 
 

12 
9:30 Women’s 
Fellowship via 
Zoom 
 

13 

14 
9:00 Virtual Worship live via 
zoom 

15 

VOICE submissions 

deadline 

16 
10:00 Tuesdays at 10: Virtual 
Prayer via Zoom 

17 18 

10:00 Virtual Bible 

Study via Zoom 

19 
9:30 Women’s 
Fellowship via 
Zoom 

20 

21   
9:00 Virtual Worship live via 
Zoom 

 

22 23 
10:00 Tuesdays at 10: Virtual 
Prayer via Zoom 

24 25 
 
2 PM Centering Prayer 
via Zoom 

26 
9:30 Women’s 
Fellowship via 
Zoom 
 
5:00 Fourth 
Friday at 
Grace. 

27 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast (in 
person or virtual, TBD) 

28 
9:00 Virtual Worship live via 
Zoom 

 

29  
 

30 
10:00 Tuesdays at 10: Virtual 
Prayer via Zoom 
 

 

 

Please join us on our website for virtual worship! 

The office will continue to be closed until notice is otherwise given. All in-person events 

are tentative and may be changed. 

Notes:       

June 2020 


