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        Sunday, October 25, 2020  

OUTDOOR WORSHIP: 11:00 AM 

Holy Baptism of Perry Hasson 
 

 Reformation Sunday 
 

 
 

PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME 
 

PRESENTATION 

Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the 

font. The assembly is seated. 

The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words: 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 

the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and 

death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized 

in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in 

God's mission for the life of the world. 

Sponsors for each candidate, in turn, present the candidates: 

We present Perry Hasson for baptism. 

The presiding minister addresses candidates who are able to answer for them-

selves: 

Perry, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you de-

sire to be baptized into Christ? 

The candidate responds: I do. 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Perry in the Christian faith as you are empow-

ered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in com-

munion with the church? 

Response: We do. 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 

People of God, do you promise to support Perry and pray for him  in his new life in 

Christ? 

We do. 

The assembly stands. 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 

The presiding minister addresses candidate for baptism. The assembly may join in 

the responses. 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

Water may be poured into the font before or during the thanksgiving. At the font, 

the presiding minister begins the thanksgiving: 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the wa-

ters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took 

delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and 

through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 

your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism 

of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and 

raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are 

washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and 

praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and for-

ever. 

Amen. 

The assembly may be seated. 

 

BAPTISM 

The presiding minister baptizes each candidate. The candidate is immersed into 

the water, or water is poured on the candidate's head, as the presiding minister 

says: 

Perry, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

The candidate is immersed or water is poured on the candidate's head a second 

time: 

and of the Son, 

The candidate is immersed or water is poured on the candidate's head a third time: 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The presiding minister continues: 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 

daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

Laying both hands on the head of each of the newly baptized, the minister prays for 

each: 

Sustain Perry with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and under-

standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the 

baptized. Oil prepared for this purpose may be used. As the sign of the cross is 

made, the minister says: 

Perry, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ forever. 

Amen. 
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WELCOME 

A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly baptized (to a sponsor of a 

young child) as a representative of the congregation says: 

Let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven. 

The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative of the 

congregation leads the assembly in the welcome. 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God 

and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 

OPENING HYMN:     A Mighty Fortress, vv. 1-2 
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church 

in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast 

in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all 

enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 31: 31-34. 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the 

people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of 

the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the 

LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 

A reading from Jeremiah. 

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made 

with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But 

this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the 
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be 

their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say 

to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 

more. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The congregation may stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 
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GOSPEL:  John 8:31-36   

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He 

reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are 

truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to 

anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

    34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 
to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 

there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

The gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON Pastor Brian 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel. Where 

the church is in error, reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. 

Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Loving Creator, as the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may 

we care for this planet as a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples 

and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Eternal Savior, guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, espe-

cially in our own land. Free all from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all 

in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Divine Healer, release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. 

Grant healing touch to those who are ill.  Especially we pray for…  

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Everlasting Lord, we thank you for this family of faith and for all who have in-

spired faith in You.  We thank you for the Baptism of Perry Hasson and pray for 

his life in Christ.  And we pray for the young people who will affirm their baptisms 

at their Confirmation service later today.  Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of life, even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give 

thanks for our ancestors who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin 

Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. We pray for the contin-

ual reforming of your church.  Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we 

pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Mothering God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
Amen.  A Mighty Fortress, vv. 3-4 

 
 

SENDING HYMN:    A Mighty Fortress, vv. 3-4 
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DISMISSAL: 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 
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St. Matthew Mission Statement:   St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a worshipping 

community called to proclaim God’s love for all and to grow spiritually to-

gether.  Challenged by Jesus’ example, we strive to connect people of all ages, abil-

ities, and needs, and to nurture them to be disciples of Christ.  Guided by the Holy 

Spirit, we reach out to the wider community and welcome our neighbors to a life of 

worship, preaching, teaching, Christian care, service, and spiritual growth. 

In Christ, We Are  

Digging Deep, Reaching Out, Changing Lives. 


