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A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR 

 Thank you for such a warm welcome to St. Matthew! My 

first few weeks have been incredible and I’m so excited to begin 

ministry here. I’ve enjoyed working with Pastor Julie, Dick, Terri, 

and Roy, and getting to know many of you. I look forward to get-

ting to know many more and to becoming part of each other’s 

lives. The whole moving process has been an adjustment, but 

you all have helped make the transition much easier. Thank you 

for your kindness and your helpfulness. Thank you for your 

friendliness, for your smiles and hugs of welcome. Thank you 

also for your hospitality—I’ve already had the chance to share 

meals with a few of you and look forward to meeting many more! 

If you’d be willing to host a dinner for me and a few other St Mat-

thew members please email me at pastorbri-

an@stmatthewavon.org or call the church office and ask for 

me—I’d love the opportunity to visit your home too!  

 In this season of Epiphany, we celebrate Jesus being re-

vealed first to the Magi, then in his Baptism, and by his first mira-

cle at the wedding in Cana. While it’s not the first season of the 

church year, it is a season of beginnings. And so, as I contem-

plate the beginning of our time together at St. Matthew, I invite 

you to join me in reflecting on Christ’s manifestation to the world 

in Epiphany and how Christ has manifested in your life this new 

year. Have you felt God present in the joys you’ve encountered? 

Have you discovered God’s presence in your struggles and suf-

fering? What are your hopes for 2019 and how do you want to 

grow this year? I look forward to pondering these questions my-

self and hope you will ponder them with me.  

 Thank you for the opportunity to serve as one of your 

pastors—I’m so excited about what we can do together in 2019!  

 Blessings, 

 Pastor Brian 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

February 10 - March VOICE deadline. 

February 22 - 4th Friday @ Grace. 

February 24 - Thrivent Sunday. 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

March 6 - Ash Wednesday. 

     Holy Communion: 12:00 & 7:00 p.m. 

March 9 - Turn clocks ahead one hour. 

March 10 - April VOICE Deadline. 

     Pastor Brian’s Installation: 3:00 p.m.  

March 14, 21, 28 - Lenten Evening 

     Prayer: 7:00 p.m. 

March 17 - Bishop Hazlewood visiting. 

March 31 - Holy Communion & Healing 

     Prayers 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

 INCLEMENT WEATHER  

If we ever cancel an event due to weath-

er, you can view the status on Eyewit-

ness News 3 WFSB or NBC 30 WVIT or 

listen to WTIC AM 1080 on your radio. 

We may also send an email through our 

Constant Contact email blasts.  

In order to receive these emails, you 

must sign up on our website at 

www.stmatthewavon.org.  

However, worship is RARELY cancelled.  

http://www.stmatthewavon.org/
mailto:pastorbrian@stmatthewavon.org
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SMLC EVENING READERS BOOK CLUB  

Our meeting this month is on February 11th at 7:00 p.m. at the church. We will be discuss-

ing Let the Great World Spin by Colum McCann. Contact Debbie Steinberg at 860-463-9212 

or deborahsteinberg@mac.com for more info or to be included on the book club email list OR 

just show up at a meeting - whether you finished the book or not - WE LOVE VISITORS! 

THRIVENT SUNDAY  Join us at 9:40 a.m. on February 24th in the Hall of Evange-

lists to meet Kent Tedford of Thrivent Financial. Thrivent is a fraternal organization that 

designates a portion of their profits to churches and community work. Enjoy breakfast 

snacks and learn about $250 Action Team cards which members can use to jump start a 

fundraiser for your favorite charity or ministry. We will also hear about Thrivent Choice Dol-

lars— money that accrues from Thrivent financial products and can be designated to St Matthew to sup-

port our ministry. Information will be available for anyone who is interested in learning more about becom-

ing a Thrivent member will also be available. Want more information? Contact Pastor Julie pastorju-

lie@stmatthewavon.org 

ADULT FORUM: MY NEIGHBOR’S FAITH: 

  What Do Roman Catholics Believe?  

In February, the Adult Forum will turn its attention to our Roman Catholic broth-

ers and sisters, as well as get to know Pastor Brian with a re-scheduled Q & A. 

February 3  Roman Catholicism 1 

February 10  Roman Catholicism 2 

February 17  Pastor Brian Q & A  

February 24  Thrivent Sunday Presentation + Coffee Hour 

DID YOU KNOW?  We have inspirational materials available for you to pick up at any 

time. Located in the narthex/entryway, you can get a copy of the weekly sermon, Christ in 

our Home devotionals, Living Lutheran magazine and seasonal items. Here is a testimonial 

from one of our members:  

“I have recently had very sad days. It was so very difficult to give up all my furniture and 

loved items and move to assisted living. I read an article in the “Christ in our Home”. It was a great help for 

me.” - Eleanor 

INTERESTED IN BUILDING A HABITAT HOUSE? Thrivent Financial 

is teaming up with Habitat for Humanity to build a house in Hartford this 

spring, and you are invited to be a part of the team! St Matthew mem-

ber Tim Beaulieu has volunteered to coordinate our “Faith Build” team. 

An organizational meeting for team leaders is February 23 9:00 a.m. at 

Asylum Hill Congregational Church in Hartford. If you are interested in leading with Tim, or in learning more 

about volunteering on the build later in the spring, please reach out to Tim at timbharwin@yahoo.com 
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We haven’t had much snow yet this winter, but we sure have had some chilly days (and 

nights)! Luckily, there’s always something going on around here to keep me busy and mov-

ing to help me stay warm; like the Open Mic and Potluck dinner last month. What a great 

evening of food, entertainment and fellowship all put together by the Fellowship Committee; 

Sarah DeVito, Megan Harriman, Missy Lindquist, Gayle Murphy, Stephanie Montminy, Amy 

Parchen, Lisa Spoering, and Karen Wright all guided by their fearless leader, Anne Fenn. 

There were performances by John Jarzbek’s band, poetry readings, duets, magic, Pastor Julie's family, 

and so much more - a fun night for all! Pastor Brian seems to be settled into his office; I found a nice 

cozy corner on one of his shelves where I sit and observe, and of course, nap. I’m very excited for Pas-

tor Brian’s installation on Sunday, March 10 at 3:00 p.m. President Bill Parchen led the Annual Congre-

gational Meeting with his usual flare, and we voted (well, I abstained because I’m not officially a mem-

ber) on the budget and new Council members. Watch the Sunday bulletins and the bulletin boards for 

more information on your new Church Council. Looking ahead – we will have a visit from Bishop Jim 

Hazlewood of the New England Synod on March 17. He always has good things to say, so 

make sure you’re in church that day! I’m looking forward to so many things here at St. Mat-

thew Lutheran Church with anticipation and expectation! “For surely I know the plans I have 

for you”, says the Lord, “plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 

WELCOME DINNERS FOR PASTOR BRIAN 

Grab a few friends and host Pastor Brian for a meal this month!  The Call 
Committee is seeking hosts for informal dinners in homes with a small group 
of parishioners to get to know our new Associate Pastor.  Contact Debbie 
Steinberg for more information deborahsteinberg@mac.com or 860-463-9212 

FOURTH FRIDAYS AT GRACE LUTHERAN  

Our confirmation class is volunteering at Grace Lutheran’s Friday Night Gathering on 

Friday February 22 at 5:00 p.m. If you would like to experience this community min-

istry among the people of the Asylum Hill Neighborhood, please join us!  

Contact Sarah Burns sarah.r.burns@gmail.com or Pastor Julie pastorjulie@stmatthewavon.org for 

more information or just sign up on the bulletin board in the Carter Gathering Space. 

FIRST AID KITS 

We have 3 first aid kits available in the building.  

One is in the office in the drawer closest to the door (the 

drawer is labeled).  

One is in the Narthex/Entryway outside the Sanctuary on the shelf in the coat area (also labeled).  

The third is located in the kitchen in the cabinet closest to the door (also labeled).  

Thank you to Kathy Alsgaard for maintaining and replenishing the first aid kits and including an 

inventory list in each so if we use an item, we can replace it in a timely manner. 

Church Office Hours are         
Monday—Thursday from             

9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.             
(except where noted on calendar)  

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE for your wonderful gifts this past holi-

day season. We were able to donate $260 to Gifts of Love in Avon 

and we increased the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund by $1,335 all due 

to your generosity! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

1 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

2  

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

3  

8:30 Worship 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

9:40 Youth Group Meeting 

11:00 Holy Communion 

4  

 

3:00 Staff Meeting 

 

7:00 Finance Committee 

5 

6:30 Confirmation Class 

7:30 Church Council 

6 

9:30 Bible Study 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

7 8  

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

9  

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

10  

8:30 Holy Communion 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

11:00 Worship 

March VOICE deadline 

11 

 

3:00 Staff Meeting 

 

7:00 Evening Readers 

12 

 

 

6:30 Confirmation Class 

13 

 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

14 

 

1:00 Church Historians 

15  

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

16  

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

17 

8:30 Worship 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

11:00 Holy Communion 

12:30 Young Adult Gathering 

18  

 

3:00 Staff Meeting 

19 20 

 

 

 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

21  

10:00 Bible Study 

12:00 Prayer Shawl Ministry 

6:00 Youth Group Meeting 

22  

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

5:00 Fourth 

Friday at Grace 

Lutheran Church 

23  

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

24 Thrivent Sunday 

8:30 Holy Communion 

9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 

11:00 Worship 

25  

 

3:00 Staff Meeting 

26  

 

 

6:30 Confirmation Class 

7:00 Property Committee 

27 

 

 

 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

28  

Notes:     

February 2019 


