
 

1 

Sunday, October 17, 2021       

8:30 AM HOLY COMMUNION 

21ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   
 

 
Many thanks to Fred Fenn, bassoonist, for the beautiful music today! 

 
PRELUDE: Suite du deuxième ton:  Trompette on dialogue   

 Louis-Nicolas Clérambault 
 

 

WELCOME 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The congregation stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Presider: 
Let us acknowledge our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

The congregation kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Presider or Assisting Minister: 
Lord Jesus, you were sent to bring good news to the poor, 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.   
 

Christ Jesus, you came to save us from sin, 
Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.   
 

Lord Jesus, you were sent to proclaim the grace and mercy of God, 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.   
 

Presider: 

Almighty and merciful God grant you healing, pardon, ☩ and forgiveness of all 
your sins. Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN:  Lord, whose love in humble service   ELW 712 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples on earth. 
Shape us into willing servants of your kingdom, and make us desire always and 
only your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

The congregation may be seated. 
 
TEMPLE TALK  
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 53:4-12 
This reading is from the last of four passages in Isaiah that are often called “servant 
songs.” Christians are probably most familiar with this servant song. In light of Christian 
faith, the servant’s healing ministry and redemptive suffering are understood to be 
fulfilled in the life and death of Christ. 
 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
4Surely he has borne our infirmities 
  and carried our diseases; 
 yet we accounted him stricken, 
  struck down by God, and afflicted. 
 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
  crushed for our iniquities; 
 upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
  and by his bruises we are healed. 
 6All we like sheep have gone astray; 
  we have all turned to our own way, 
 and the Lord has laid on him 
  the iniquity of us all. 
 
 7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
  yet he did not open his mouth; 
 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
  and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
  so he did not open his mouth. 
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 8By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
  Who could have imagined his future? 
 For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
  stricken for the transgression of my people. 
 9They made his grave with the wicked 
  and his tomb with the rich, 
 although he had done no violence, 
  and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
 
 10Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. 
 When you make his life an offering for sin, 
  he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
 through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. 
  11Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
 he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
  The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
  and he shall bear their iniquities. 
 12Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
  and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
 because he poured out himself to death, 
  and was numbered with the transgressors; 
 yet he bore the sin of many, 
  and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation may stand. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             Setting Three 
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GOSPEL:  Mark 10:35-45 
On the way to Jerusalem the disciples ask Jesus to grant them seats of honor. Jesus 
responds by announcing that he and his followers will “rule” through self-giving service. 
 
The holy gospel according to Mark.      Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
35James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, 
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said to 
them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant 
us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38But Jesus 
said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the 
cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 
39They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink 
you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be 
baptized; 40but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is 
for those for whom it has been prepared.” 
 
  41When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42So 
Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those 
whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are 
tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become 
great among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wishes to be first among 
you must be slave of all. 45For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life a ransom for many.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.         Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The congregation may be seated. 
 
 
SERMON Pastor Brian  
 
 
The congregation may stand.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons)   
ELW 798 

 

1 "Will you come and follow me 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don't know 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, 
 will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown 
 in you and you in me? 
 
2 "Will you leave yourself behind 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you care for cruel and kind 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare, 
 should your life attract or scare? 
 Will you let me answer pray'r 
 in you and you in me? 
 
3 "Will you let the blinded see 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you set the pris'ners free 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean, 
 and do such as this unseen, 
 and admit to what I mean 
 in you and you in me? 
 
4 "Will you love the you you hide 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you quell the fear inside 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you use the faith you've found 
 to reshape the world around, 
 through my sight and touch and sound 
 in you and you in me?" 
 
Verse 5 on next page  
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5 Lord, your summons echoes true 
 when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you 
 and never be the same. 
 In your company I'll go 
 where your love and footsteps show. 
 Thus I'll move and live and grow 
 in you and you in me. 
 
Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949 
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer 
for all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Holy One, you came not to be served but to serve. You taught your disciples that 
to be great means to be servant of all.  Teach your church the way of love and 
service.  Inspire your people church to the ministry of service. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Creating One, for the lush and abundant habitat you provide for all your 
creatures, we praise you. Provide healing for the earth so that waterfowl, reptiles, 
wild horses, dolphins, and all living things flourish as you intend. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Suffering One, for all who work toward peace and who lead nations with a 
servant’s heart, we praise you. Bring justice for all who suffer violence, 
persecution, discrimination, hunger, poverty, and homelessness, and create 
places of refuge for all people. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Merciful One, for all who do the work of healing in mind, body, and spirit, we 
praise you. Surround and comfort all who struggle with depression, anxiety, 
cancer, diabetes, dementia, or any illness, that all may be healed. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Sustaining One, for all who volunteer for the vitality of this congregation, we 
praise you. Bless us this day as we bear the fruit of service in the world and 
celebrate “God’s Work Our Hands Sunday.” May we all serve with generous 
hearts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
For what else shall we pray? (Here worshippers may raise other prayers, aloud or 
silently, ending each prayer with the words, Hear us, O God, to which the congregation 
may respond, Your mercy is great.) 

 
Risen One, we thank you for those who have shaped your church and shared your 
gospel. Through the witness of your saints, continue to inspire us with hope until 
we all are gathered at your eternal feast. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; 
through Jesus Christ, our truth and life. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and the congregation greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The congregation may be seated. 
 

OFFERING 

 

St. Matthew members and friends joyfully offer themselves, their time, and their 
possessions as a grateful response to God’s generosity.  Thank you for your continued 
faithfulness!  Financial gifts may be given in person in the offering plate on your way out 
of church, online at www.stmatthewavon.org or mailed to the church. 
 
 

INSTRUMENTAL VOLUNTARY:  Fairest Lord Jesus            arr. Tom Penix 
Fred Fenn, bassoon 
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STEWARDSHIP HYMN: For The Fruit of All Creation   ELW 679, vss. 1 & 3 

The congregation may stand.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
 

God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to 
rain from the heavens.  Accept the gifts you have first given us.  Unite them with 
the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
At St. Matthew we welcome all who wish to share in Holy Communion to join us in this 
sacrament of grace.  We invite you to wait to take to hand the pre-filled cup of grape juice 
and gluten-free wafer after the Lord's Prayer and to open it at the Distribution.  Trash 
cans are available at the exits of the church. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION         

The Lord be with you.                And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.               We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 

11 

 

Additional prayers may be added. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you, and for all 
people, for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION    

You are invited at this time to peel back the plastic on the top of the cup to reveal the 
communion wafer and consume it, and then peel back the top of the cup to drink the grape 
juice.   

All who hunger and thirst, come.  The table is ready. 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   

Let us pray. 
 

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith 
into a feast of salvation.  Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing 
witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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BLESSING 

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN:  The Spirit sends us forth to serve    ELW 551 

 
DISMISSAL: 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License SB135347. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
 

 
Altar flowers this morning are given by the Panthagani family in loving memory 
of Chandraiah Panthagani. 
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Worship Leaders: 

Lector:  Bette McIntire 
Assisting Minister:  Kathy Alsgaard   
Ushers:  Bob Hoffman & George Spoering 
Livestream:  Ben Wright 
 

Staff: 

Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer, Lead Pastor - pastorjulie@stmatthewavon.org 
Pastor Brian R. Rajcok, Associate Pastor - pastorbrian@stmatthewavon.org 
Richard Silbereis, Director of Music - contact the Church office (860) 673-3301 
Diane Oates, Church Administrator - office@stmatthewavon.org 
Roy Zurell, Sexton – contact the Church office (860) 673-3301 
 
Visit us on our website:  www.stmatthewavon.org 
 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

Monday: 7:00 Confirmation 
   
Tuesday: 6:00 Centering Prayer 
   
Thursday: 10:00 Bible Study 
 2:00 Centering Prayer 
 
Friday- 
Sunday: Men’s Retreat at Calumet 
 
 
Sunday: 8:30 Sanctuary Communion Service 
 9:45 Adult Forum 
 11:00 Outdoor Communion Service 
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St. Matthew Mission Statement:   St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a worshipping 
community called to proclaim God’s love for all and to grow spiritually 
together.  Challenged by Jesus’ example, we strive to connect people of all ages, abilities, 
and needs, and to nurture them to be disciples of Christ.  Guided by the Holy Spirit, we 
reach out to the wider community and welcome our neighbors to a life of worship, 
preaching, teaching, Christian care, service, and spiritual growth. 

In Christ, We Are  

Digging Deep, Reaching Out, Changing Lives. 


