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     Sunday, December 5, 2021       

8:30 & 11:00 AM HOLY COMMUNION 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT   
 

 

This Advent, we invite the congregation to pray more deeply with the season through a 
few modifications in the liturgy.  For the prelude we will observe  the beloved tradition of 
the singing of Christmas carols, and the carol O Come, O Come, Emmanuel will serve as 
a response to the readings from scripture.  Optional elements of the creed and confession 
are exchanged for a fuller communion prayer, which is the Church’s most ancient 
liturgical affirmation of penitence and faith, and which highlights the seasonal theme of 
the incarnation.  

 
PRELUDE:  Sonata, Op. 13, Movement II (Allegro cantabile)                Beethoven 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
CAROLS OF THE SEASON                 Sung by the congregation 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 
 
People, Look East   
People, look east, the time is near  
of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east, and sing today— 
Love, the Guest, is on the way. 
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Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
one more seed is planted there. 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
that in course the flow'r may flourish. 
People, look east, and sing today— 
Love, the Rose, is on the way. 
 
Angels announce with shouts of mirth 
him who brings new life to earth. 
Set ev'ry peak and valley humming 
with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east, and sing today— 
Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
OPENING HYMN:  Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding!                          ELW 246 
Two candles are lighted on the Advent wreath while this hymn is sung. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
The congregation may be seated. 
 
FIRST READING:  Malachi 3:1-4 
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my 
messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining 
God’s people, as silver and gold are refined. 
 
A reading from Malachi. 
 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant 
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  
 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of 
old and as in former years. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
CANTICLE: Luke 1:68-79 
68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 

you have come to your people and set them free. 
69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 

born of the house of your servant David.  
70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our 

enemies, 
71from the hands of all who hate us, 

72to show mercy to our forebears, 
and to remember your holy covenant. 

73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
74to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

free to worship you without fear, 
75holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.  
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76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 

77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

78In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11  
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his 
joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, 
sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and 
knowledge. 
 
A reading from Philippians. 
 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in 
every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel 
from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a 
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It 
is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your 
heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and 
in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I 
long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, 
that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to 
help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure 
and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation may stand. 
 

HYMN: O come, O come, Emmanuel        ELW 257,  vs. 2  

O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: 
in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
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HOLY GOSPEL:  Luke 3:1-6 
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the 
spectrum of political and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke.      Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler 
of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during 
the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son 
of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written 
in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.         Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The congregation may be seated. 
 
 
SERMON Pastor Brian  
 
 
The congregation may stand.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Comfort, comfort now my people         ELW 256 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 
yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

Coming Savior, you send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your 
coming. Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their 
preaching, that their words and our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Loving Creator, send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. 
Provide them with shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the 
earth that you create and call good. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of Justice, send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work 
on behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; 
the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make them 
bold in their commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Eternal Lord, send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries 
and our lives to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, 
lonely, or ill. Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all, send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly 
received. Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. 
Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
For what else shall we pray? (Here worshippers may raise other prayers, aloud or 
silently, ending each prayer with the words, Hear us, O God, to which the congregation 
may respond, Your mercy is great.) 
 
We remember your saints, and pray your blessing upon all those who mourn the 
loss of loved ones. Especially we remember Fred Clack and ask your peace and 
comfort be upon his family. Receive him into your arms of grace in your eternal 
kingdom. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the congregation greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The congregation may be seated. 
 
OFFERING 
St. Matthew members and friends joyfully offer themselves, their time, and their 
possessions as a grateful response to God’s generosity.  Thank you for your continued 
faithfulness!  Financial gifts may be given in person in the offering plate on your way out 
of church, online at www.stmatthewavon.org or mailed to the church. 
 
 
OFFERTORY VOLUNTARY:  Improvisation on “O come, O come, Emmanuel” 

                Lizbeth Seidel 
  
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to 
the service of all your people.  Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this 
simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.  Amen. 
 
At St. Matthew we welcome all who wish to share in Holy Communion to join us in this 
sacrament of grace.  We invite you to wait to take to hand the pre-filled cup of grape juice 
and gluten-free wafer after the Lord's Prayer and to open it at the Distribution.  Trash 
cans are available at the exits of the church. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION         

The Lord be with you.                            And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.                                            We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. 
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You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world 
in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the 
birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you 
for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and 
dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for 
your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you, and for all 
people, for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of 
grace and truth.  We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We 
look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.  Bless this meal.  May your 
Word take flesh in us.  A waken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the 
gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power 
of the Most High, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION    

You are invited at this time to peel back the plastic on the top of the cup to reveal the 
communion wafer and consume it, and then peel back the top of the cup to drink the grape 
juice.   

Come to Christ’s banquet.  Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   

Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, 
form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound 

in hope ☩ by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we 
wait.  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:  Prepare the royal highway        ELW 264 

 
DISMISSAL: 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE:  Christmas Cantata         Allegro         Daniel Pinkham 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB135347. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
Altar flowers this morning are given for the glory of God! 
 
St. Matthew welcomes guest musician, Lizbeth Seidel, this morning.  Dr. Seidel 
currently teaches traditional piano in the Hartt Community Division at the 
University of Hartford.  Prior to relocation to Connecticut, Dr. Seidel was 
Artistic Director of the Seidel Studio, a highly successful private piano studio in 
Indiana, offering solo and chamber music opportunities to young artists.  
 
A soloist and chamber musician herself, Dr. Seidel spent 8 years as the 
Collaborative Pianist in Residence for the annual Jascha Heifetz Symposium at 
Connecticut College.  Additionally, she is co-founder of the Carmel Klavier 
International Piano Competition in Carmel, Indiana. 
 
Dr. Seidel serves on the board of the Hartford Music Teachers Alliance and the 
Connecticut Bach Festival. In 2014 she, along with her daughter Christine, was 
featured at the National Conference for Disorders of the Corpus Callosum in 
Boston, lecturing on The Impact of the Arts on a Disabled Brain. 
 
Worship Leaders: 

Lector:  Bette McIntire (8:30); Sarah DeVito (11:00)   
Assisting Minister:  Mateo Bautista  
Ushers:  Bob Hoffman & Ernie Jaschinski 
Livestream:  George Spoering 
 

Staff: 

Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer, Lead Pastor - pastorjulie@stmatthewavon.org 
Pastor Brian R. Rajcok, Associate Pastor - pastorbrian@stmatthewavon.org 
Richard Silbereis, Director of Music - contact the Church office (860) 673-3301 
Diane Oates, Church Administrator - office@stmatthewavon.org 
Roy Zurell, Sexton – contact the Church office (860) 673-3301 
 
Visit us on our website:  www.stmatthewavon.org 
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THE WEEK AHEAD 

 
Monday: 1:00 Staff Meeting 
 7:00 Confirmation 
 7:00 Finance Committee 
  
Tuesday: 6:00 Centering Prayer 
 7:00 Church Council 
 
Wednesday: 7:00 Reopening Task Force 
  
Thursday: 2:00 Centering Prayer 
 
Saturday: 8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
  
Sunday: Third Sunday of Advent 
 8:30 Sanctuary Communion Service 
 9:45 Adult Forum 
 11:00 Family Worship in the Sanctuary:  DIY Christmas Pageant 
 
 
 

       
 

St. Matthew Mission Statement:   St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a worshipping 
community called to proclaim God’s love for all and to grow spiritually together. 
Challenged by Jesus’ example, we strive to connect people of all ages, abilities, and 
needs, and to nurture them to be disciples of Christ.  Guided by the Holy Spirit, we 
reach out to the wider community and welcome our neighbors to a life of worship, 
preaching, teaching, Christian care, service, and spiritual growth. 

In Christ, We Are  

Digging Deep, Reaching Out, Changing Lives. 


