
 

 

     Sunday, January 16, 2022       
8:30 & 11:00 AM  

HOLY COMMUNION 
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  

 
The music of this service is offered to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for 

the life and witness of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
PRELUDE:  Blessed Assurance    arr. Jan Sanbourne 
The prelude is a reminder of the powerful contribution of women to the American religious tradition.  
The words were written by 19th century evangelist Fanny Crosby, to a tune composed by her friend, 
Phoebe Knapp.  The arrangement is by Jan Sanbourne, President of the Choral Conductors Guild.  
  
This piece is also a powerful reminder of America’s cultural and racial diversity and inter-connectedness:  
The original words and tune, created by two white women, are much treasured in America’s historically 
black congregations.  This arrangement, by a white composer, is in Black Gospel style. 

 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
CONFESSION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us 
by name.  Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved 
children.  We have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear 
as we expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. 
We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our 
repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left undone. For 
the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may 
bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all 
creation. Amen. 
 



 

 

Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are 
descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and 
inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God.  Amen. 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
OPENING HYMN:  Battle Hymn of the Republic 
 
1 Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 
 he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 
 he has loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword: 
 his truth is marching on. 
 
Refrain 
 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 
 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on. 
 
2 He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 
 he is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat. 
 Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet! 
 Our God is marching on.  Refrain 
 
3 In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, 
 with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me. 
 As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free, 
 while God is marching on.  Refrain 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  

Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led many 
to faith by the works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to his 
people. Transform us by the Spirit of his love, that we may find our life together 
in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
The congregation may be seated. 
 
FIRST READING:  1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 
The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing their spiritual gifts, thinking 
some to be superior to others. Paul invites this fractured community to trust that God’s Holy Spirit has 
gifted them all perfectly for their mission together. 

 
1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 
uninformed. 2You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led 
astray to idols that could not speak. 3Therefore I want you to understand that no 
one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can 
say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
  4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties 
of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 
same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the 
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 
of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one 
and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
 
The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God.  
 
The congregation may stand. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Caribbean Hallelujah 
  



 

 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: John 2:1-11 
Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ signs. Through many 
such epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears God’s creative power and joyful presence into the world. 
 
The holy gospel according to John.      Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of 
Jesus was there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 
3When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 
4And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My 
hour has not yet come.” 5His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells 
you.” 6Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, “Fill the 
jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8He said to them, “Now 
draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9When the 
steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came 
from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called 
the bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then 
the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good 
wine until now.” 11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and 
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.         Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
The congregation may be seated. 
 
 
SERMON Pastor Brian  
 
 
The congregation may stand.  
  



 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Light Dawns on a Weary World  ELW 726 
 
 
  



 

 

 
NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
  



 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray 
for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

A brief silence. 

By your Spirit, activate within your church gifts of faith, healing, and prophecy. 
Unite those who profess your name across congregations, denominations, and 
geographic boundaries. Open our hearts to recognize and celebrate surprising 
miracles. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your creation reflects your generosity. Bless farmers, migrant farmworkers, 
orchard-keepers, ranchers, and all who tend the abundance of the land. Protect 
food and water sources from destruction, that all can eat and drink and be 
satisfied.  God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
By your Spirit, grant wisdom, knowledge, and discernment to those who hold 
leadership positions at any level. Direct policymakers toward compassionate 
decisions that build up safe and just communities. Lead all authorities in seeking 
and serving the common good. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
As Jesus provided generously in a moment of need, provide generous gifts of 
healing for those in need this day. Provide abundantly for all who are hungry or 
thirsty, all seeking shelter, and all who seek peace. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You see us for who we are and you delight in us. Embrace those struggling with 
self-worth, wrestling with self-identity, or facing significant life transition. 
Remind us that nothing can separate us from your love. God of grace, 
hear our prayer.  
 
For what else shall we pray? (Here worshippers may raise other prayers, aloud or 
silently, ending each prayer with the words, God of grace, to which the congregation may 
respond, Hear our prayer.) 
 
You bless us through the spiritual gifts of the saints who have gone before us. 
We give thanks for the life of Martin Luther King Jr. and all who have modeled 
the way of courageous faith. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 



 

 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of 
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and the congregation greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always.     And also with you. 
 
 
OFFERING 
St. Matthew members and friends joyfully offer themselves, their time, and their possessions as a grateful 
response to God’s generosity.  Thank you for your continued faithfulness!  Financial gifts may be given 
in person in the offering plate on your way out of church, online at www.stmatthewavon.org or mailed 
to the church. 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings 
and guide us on our journey.  Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly 
food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ 
our light.  Amen. 
 
At St. Matthew we welcome all who wish to share in Holy Communion to join us in this sacrament of 
grace.  We invite you to wait to take to hand the pre-filled cup of grape juice and wafer after the Lord's 
Prayer and to open it at the Distribution.  Trash cans are available at the exits of the church. 

 
 
HOLY COMMUNION         

The Lord be with you.                            And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.                                           We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 
Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned 
to wine he revealed your glory. 
 
  



 

 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the 
birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you 
for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and 
dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for 
your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you, and for all 
people, for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of 
grace and truth.  We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We 
look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 



 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.  Bless this meal.  May your 
Word take flesh in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the 
gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power 
of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION    

You are invited at this time to peel back the plastic on the top of the cup to reveal the communion wafer 
and consume it, and then peel back the top of the cup to drink the grape juice.   

Come to God’s table.  There is a place for you and enough for all. 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   

We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of your 
house.  Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened 
with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ.. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and 

who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and 
forever.  Amen. 



 

 

SENDING HYMN:  We shall overcome        

DISMISSAL: 

Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB135347. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
The Altar flowers this morning are given to the glory of God! 
 
Worship Leaders: 

Lector:  Anne Fenn (8:30); Roy Zurell (11:00) 
Assisting Minister:  Mateo Bautista (8:30)   
Ushers:  George Spoering & Kevin Reichler (8:30) 
Livestream:  Ben Wright (8:30) 



 

 

 

Staff: 

Pastor Brian R. Rajcok, Associate Pastor - pastorbrian@stmatthewavon.org 
Richard Silbereis, Director of Music - contact the Church office (860) 673-3301 
Diane Oates, Church Administrator - office@stmatthewavon.org 
Roy Zurell, Sexton – contact the Church office (860) 673-3301 
 
Visit us on our website:  www.stmatthewavon.org 
 
 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
 
 

Monday: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – Office closed 
   
Tuesday: 1:00 Staff Meeting 
 6:00 Centering Prayer 
   
Thursday: 10:00 Bible Study 
 2:00 Centering Prayer 
 
Sunday: Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 8:30 Sanctuary Communion Service 
 9:45 Adult Forum 
 11:00 Sanctuary Communion Service 
 
     
 

St. Matthew Mission Statement:   St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a worshipping 
community called to proclaim God’s love for all and to grow spiritually together. 
Challenged by Jesus’ example, we strive to connect people of all ages, abilities, and 
needs, and to nurture them to be disciples of Christ.  Guided by the Holy Spirit, we 
reach out to the wider community and welcome our neighbors to a life of worship, 
preaching, teaching, Christian care, service, and spiritual growth. 

In Christ, We Are  

Digging Deep, Reaching Out, Changing Lives. 


